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Gini  

0.65 

34% vs 8% 

15TH  VS 116TH  

R36k VS R6k PM 

8% own  47% 

20 YR 

60% vs 4% 

POVERTY 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

LIFE EXPECTANCY Why Restitution? 
 

THE UNEQUAL UNRAVELLING  

RAINBOW NATION 

LAND 

HDI 

UNIVERSITY 

66% 

MOVING ON 

INCOME 

7 X 

OPTIMISM 

2X 
REDISTRIBUTION 

2x 
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A Common Vision for South Africa 

1. Where race no longer dominates 

2. Where there is equal access to opportunities 

3. Where we know people who are different to 
us and have them as neighbours 

4. A country in which poverty and inequality 
are a dim memory of the past. 

Vision 
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“You will no longer be able to say a Black person will be 
a cleaner and a White person will be the CEO…When there 
are Black and White people who are poor, and Black and 
White people who are rich” 

Mbali, 28, Black woman, financial administrator 

 

 

“When for the majority of the people … poverty is not 
due to Apartheid … (when a person is able to) rise out of 
poverty through hard work and talent… (not 
connections or affirmative action)”  

Palesa, 22, Black woman, financial administrator 
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What is Another Country  about? 

1. Restitution addresses our current inequality 

2. Should become a part of every conversation 
about injustice 

3. Addresses the past that remains present 

4. Helps us achieve the future we want 

5. Social restitution is a do-able place to begin 

Thesis 
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Research methodology 

1. Started off with conceptual ideas 

2. Invited responses using stories and a labels activity 

3. 60 in depth interviews - 90 minutes 

4. “Researching intimates” 

5. Ages 21-72, across class 

6. Demographically representative 

Methodology 
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Cycles of consciousness (p. 93-7) 
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The outrage of racism (p. 180-1) 

[Read p. 180-1] 

1. Demeaned and dehumanised 

2. The outrage of entrenched racial inequality 

3. Well-being (mental health) 

4. Pervasive racism regardless of class 

5. Issues of inferiority and superiority  

6. Forget and bury the past 

7. Lack of white consciousness 

 

Racism 
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“I’ve gone to business meetings where I’ve had someone who work 
with me, but junior to me and they’re a white person and the people 
I’m meeting will address this white person and proceed to give me 
the files to hold and carry. And I’ll just smile and I’ll take them 

and I’ll hand them over to my white assistant” 
Mayaya, 34, Black woman, business executive 

 

“My son is big, he’s huge…he plays rugby. I said: Punch them and I 
am happy to go to the office to have a chat about that. That’s when 
it stopped. I reflected on that and thought: ‘Gee, until today the 
only language racism understands is violence’. Really? (but) I’ve 
never been called in... Anyone who calls him a baboon or whatever, 
anything racist you know, he smacks them now”  

Zethu, 40, Black woman, business executive 
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“Being an outsider in both worlds… we are not equal. 
Even though it looks like we are, we’re not” 

Olivia, 41, coloured woman, Educational Non-profit 
 

 

“We have to, as black students, work twice as hard to 

gain half as much” 
Thamsanqa, 32, Black man, Masters student 
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Findings: White privilege 

1. Awareness of privilege 

2. Historical amnesia 

3. Slipping in and out of consciousness. 

4. Reluctance to take responsibility 

5. Issues of deference and complicity  

6. Anger and shame 

7. Racism 

8. Responses to affirmative action 
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“People are happy, even sacrificially 
keen, to act charitably in addressing 
poverty in South Africa. But turn the 
conversation into one about relationship 
and about taking collective responsibility ... 
and people’s defences go up and their 
hackles are raised ... This isn’t from crazy 
right-wing racists; this is from largely 
progressive people”  

Leo, 46, White man, Non-profit director 
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Restoring 

Compensating/reparations 

Gain-stripping 
Acting 
symbolically/satisfaction 

Returning rights 

Rehabilitating 

Legal and historical restitution 

Theory 



Social science that makes a difference 

What restitution has begun? 

1. Land restitution 

 Good legislation, poor implementation; ignores 
some 

2. Employment equity and Black economic 
empowerment 

 Enriched a few; open to fronting and corruption 

3. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

 Recommendations not implemented 

Restitution 
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Everyday SOCIAL restitution 

Voluntary 
moral 
obligation 
(Swartz, Barkan) 

Across 
generations 

(MacIntyre, 
Young)  

As forward 
looking, 
not 
punitive 
(Calder, Wenar)  

As making good 
Wiedergutmachung  

versus  

making right 
Wiederherstellen  

(Judt, Sanders) 

Theory 
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Social restitution definition 

Social restitution are voluntary acts and attitudes 
towards making good what our past history of injustice 
has damaged. It is forward-looking restitution, for 
individuals and communities to pursue as a moral 
responsibility rather than as a legal liability. It invites all 
parties to acknowledge the past, and to work together 
to repair it through symbolic and material actions. The 
motive is our shared humanity, and the goal is a restored 
personhood of all involved. 

Theory 
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Joining the conversation 

Locating actors 

PLAY EXPLAINER VIDEO 
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Personhood 

1. Recognition, symbolic violence, critical 
consciousness (Fraser, Biko, Bourdieu, Freire)  

2. Redistribution and opportunity (Fanon, 
Fraser, Bourdieu) 

3. Belonging, representation, rehumanising 
(Gyeke, Nyamnjoh and Smith, Fraser) 

4. McIntosh, Essed, Hilberg – actors, privilege, 
inaction 

Theory 
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10-10-10 Restitution Dialogues 

1. 10 people, 10 weeks, 10 conversations 
2. Vision of SA 
3. Past in present 
4. Meaning of restitution 
5. Charity & restitution 
6. Locating everyone 
7. Ideas to restore our humanity 
8. Plans for implementing 
9. Attitudes and obstacles 
10. Ongoing project 

 

Dialogues 
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Read About the book and author 
of Another Country, what people 
are saying about the book, 
restitution, and the dialogues 
  

Suggest  Ideas for everyday 
social restitution; added to scaled 
ideas under ‘act’ 

Discuss Questions to guide 
dialogues, with space to 
comment on the process 

Act Ideas for restitution scaled 
by time, money, effort needed, 
and number of people required 


