Universities: driving
Inclusive development
through innovation

With the economic crises, the thinking about the role of universities In Industrial and other
innovation processes has shifted from innovation to drive global competitiveness, to how
shrinking resources can be mobilised to address growing inequality, poverty and unemployment.
Glenda Kruss reports on a major new study underway on how universities may contribute to

innovation for Inclusive development.

Tho eonphasis in debates b on how

Ut erm s cli 8 l.lpl‘w T i H'l'lh'
development and grosnh dhrough industrial
Innevation proccsses, and what msearch, new
knowledge and techoology can contnbute,
pesticulardy in redation 1o high-rechnology
frmal soctore The questions centre on how
tiz entlanee technaligy ranafer, establivh
effetivn incubation facifities, support patents
and licensimg, or other fotmi of poofitabld
commerruilizanon of ntellecrual properry,

B this discourse tends to obscure a
maore inchisive anl developmmtil form
(o engagement and mtoraction that could
comtribute to mnovanon.

In countrnes that belorg 1o the Chrganisation
fior Ecomomie Co-operation and
Development (ORCD), the recent economic
erinht has shifred debate from maovation for
ghobal competmveness, to consider mobiliving
shanking resources to best sddeess prowing
nexuality, poverty and unemployment. In
emermng cormomics, there are grovang claima
that science, rechnology and innovanon-led
growth can m ey eesult in higher loveh of
porverty and meyuahity: st country

22

Sa, while in the recent pant the bnk berween
mnovation xnd groswth was mdnasihble,
rreently 3 new debare has emerged, namely
om the connedtion beteven mamvatm and
soctal mclusion. Inideed, m transition and
developing eontess like diose in solnhern
Mirica, uritverities are erssiiply challenped
to establish 2 new social compact where they
become key agents for inchesbve social snd
eaiomic development. Greiter emphdats

1 accovded 1o the mles the knoadedge work
of wverssy academics plays in poverty
reduction and the ability of all soctal

Rreeup poereate opporunime ihare the
bencfits of development and prrocipaie m
decizion-making,

Major new study on innovation in
southern Africa

Such en emphasis b dirving 2 major new
ety in southem Afi, finded by the
International Development Research Centre
(TDRCY, The wrudy weeks 10 address the
liertited sttention paid o how univessities
contribute o nnovation for inchisve
development, specifically, 10 infovation
activities that provide Inveliboods to the

excluded and disadvinnged.

In emerging economies,

there are growing
claims that science,
technology and
innovation-led growth
can in fact result in
higher levels of poverty
and inequality within a
country.

The project acekd 1o butld 3 sironger Afncan
empineal rescarch base in collaborbion
among dnmeeratics in four SADC counrnes -
Botewrmma, Malswi, Sonth Afnca and Tansani
-8 well s Niger andd Uganda. It combines
nemworking sctivities with gorous scademic
waick and an agends For research optuke and
policy advoeacy.

The projeet sims to make 3 significant
concepual and methodological contnbution
i rescarch on mndvation, developrmens and
higcher education. |1 challengen the nirrens
focus of mpovation smdics - iypleally on
scxenee snd icchnolapy - mdical moovanon
and formal ceonomic development, nod
extends the fermun 1O encompes momanGnn
that m mcremenld, vakes gy, e, anid
intericting mocdes, and iv incegrared with
soctl development. In tum, the rendoney

of development srudics o focus oa fop-
derum development in challenged i fawvoar
of indusrre development that focuees oo the
margmalived 23 sctive agenta

1o takiong much ac approach, the projec
comeributes 10 8 theoretical hridge between
mmoation snihies wid developmient smies
that i ender-cxplored and under-theonsed



Linking public good and soclal
Justice with innovation

i)y, nination stidies fiteestice i
marked by o eomecpiusl myopis treanls

the substantive kecwledge-goneration mie
of univertides and thelr contribution o the
public good. A eotresponding myopia exists
within the higher educstion frersture, which
hear insufficient accounts of the wle of
unverspEs m innovannn, technnlogy e
and diffuson toward cconomic development.
The project secks to overcome this unpaee
by linking the democratic imperatives of
univeesities i eelation e the pubilic good and
technology trans fer.

Based on such ambitious conceppual
sivicgratii, the eescireh aimi o conducs
ornpitical eescanch m Afncan univesiities,

i ereeler o mike mnovation  that i+ taking
place betow: the adar vinble: 1o make thie
oiture of univooiiy-Community fntemcton
explicir; and 1o highlight the untveoaty as an
actor m the innevation syrtem enggong the
commLy,

Ins terme of higher educanion govemaunce, it
addecnses paues of secountability 1o soeal
tieedy, and promotng scholaeship s i
maee socially and ecomemically tesponsive tn
{lccal) coniexts.

I nermi of the emplications for hijgher
rducanon management, the issue i how

to create  sreonger coherenee hetween:
research, tegching and community
engagement. Finally, the rescarch aims

10 idemmify what kinds of incentives will

be sppropaste 2 dovers and o address

Methods and mapping

At triteebockeag sct of opearch and pulicy
otictited sctivities commenced in October
202, fonieded o0y o rarvey methodoligs 1o
map foswns of university mtcracomn with the
full mange of sl parmers m cach country
~whether Rrms, Brmons, commmitics,
government, of socil trgntations Such s
process il prowide s picture of the main kinds
af pariens, the main types of nelationilips,
channcls of intemction, the oS anil
benefits of interaction and the main barmers
and blockuges across distinet iypes of

The analysis will deww on iaterviews with
soriise unfeeriity manugement and academice,
s well s analysis of institutional doeuments
tor undentand the grvernanes und .
manapement conditions within univermities
that sigport divense petternd of interaction.
Founalasion of existing inldractive practice
within the universitics in'a ational system
of wnosation; an erfipivcillly contextsalised
baschne foe investiganing apedhic cases of

I i fm. ] . \ i I

Wi plan 2 ser of compantve cise studics in
0 maorare i enformal st to enhisce
Tvelihewndn; for example, adaprtions and
ditfunion of cell phang eekmology 1o mform
srnafl peale Faemens” huever andd madenng
practices or women market stallbolders’
CoopEmatve pracnees; of explomting

The project contributes
to a theoretical

bridge between
innovation studies and
development studies
that is under-explored
and under-theorised.

Companng case sudics within and scrows
vountry contexts will provide an evidener
base of the facditatoes of and convraing
ol Bnotive and inressctive (actics in
secteien critical 1o the infiormal ielhoiuds
of mangnalisol commimitice Stich anakysis
sllows for policies to be informed by innights
fremn the local level and by the priorites of
the poon

Together, the muppng of unneoary
peactice and the m-depth exploration of
innovation i mformal settings will allow us
i interrogane eritically the pedicy options
o interventois typecally proposed in the
mualnseream inevation Apitems fteture
The rescarch ibtimately aims o inform better
‘tinpted policy lidapeation and futmulstion
) unirversitics, wud amongst the higher
eifucation, science and technelogy, and
ecomomic development communitios in eoch
country, towardy inclusive development.
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