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TRENDS AND LEVELS OF ADOPTION

Recent stafistics show that 510 713 children
ware in foster care and were racefving the fos-
ler-care grant a5 of January 2010, In confrast,
the: number of adoptions has been havenng
around 2 000 per year. There were consider-
ably mare rafional adaptions than inter-coun-
iry adoplions In any given year. Key infarmant
ineiviews further showed that whils many
secial workers recognised thal inter-cauntry
adopiions could be a nobie and charitable act,
85 well a5 a source of beler éducalion and
oiher material comforts fof neglectad childran,
many had resenations aboul the practice and
were nol sager to encowage il Concemis
aboul the foss of cultural reots and the ulimate
wttare of tha children in Ihe recaiving country
ware recurring themes in the interviews,

PATTERNS OF ADOPTION
Cross-cullural patiems

As in many western countries, cumant palicy
ard practice in South Afica priortises adop-
tion of childreh within theld own communiias
This pobcy was reflected in the National Adop-
licns Regster [NAR) data, which showed that
the majority of nalicnal adaptions In the period
undar shudy ook place within 1ka samea cullure
(&, where a child was adopted by a person of
the same ragial group), However, the pattemn
is in conttast o cumant evidence showing that
mast peapls in South Afnca approve of trans-
racial adoption,

Family type pattems

The NAR calegorises national adoplions In
South Africa Into four groups: biologieal adop-
tion {adogition of a chikl by his binlogical father
when parenls ar nol matried, family adopbion
(adoption of a child by relatives such as un-
cles, alints and grandparents), foster adoplion
(adoption of 3 child by & leqal fostar parent),
and step adaplioh {addplion of 3 stepchild by
& slap-parenl).

Based on this categorisation, data from the
NAR shows that in recent years the most pop-
ular type of adoplion was step adaption, fol-
lowed by foster adoption. Family adopbon has
remained steady, while biological adaption has
been the least popular

The Foster Care Grant (FCG) may be play-
ing a role in establishing and supporting the
patiem of foster adoption. In essence, il has
baan widaly argued ihat many children remaln
in fosler care hacause (heir caregivers cannol
afford lo lose the FCOG, which is Inevitable |f
they procesd wilh adogtion,

This hypethesis was supported by key infor-
rrants in the survey, many of whom vigorously

&+ HERC. REVIEW » DECEMBER 201t

advocated for the introduction of some form
af adoplien subsidy or assislance il adoption
was in beencouraged, particularly given the
cantaxt of paverty.

A further hypothesis |s that the majonty of
loster caretakers ane extended famiy mem-
brars such as grandparents, gunts, uncles-and
older siblings, who see no particular value in
angaging in the extensive administrative pro-
cass of adoplion

WHO IS ADOPTED?

Research has shown thal the uplaks of
adoption can be influenced by several indi-
vidual charatdarislics of the child available for
adoption. such as age, gendar, legitimacy and
race,

Age

The NAR doss not collect data on the age
of thie child 2t the point al which they become
eligible for adoption, bul qualitative data from
the kay informant inlerviews revealed that the
overwhelming majarty of prospective adoptive
parenis prefer babies,

Gender

The NAR data did not reflect a clear gen-
der proference. As an official in Gauteng sald,
‘Gender is nol usually the deciding factor; as
long as-the baby is healthy they [Ihe prospec-
ive parents] are often satsfled.’

Racs

The NAR data showed that the pattem of
national adoplions in South Africa heaviy fa-
vours white: children, with Afnzan, Indian and
colaured children being less lkely to be ad-
opted. Given the genarally posiiive attitude of
Sauth Africans towards transracial adoption
revealed by the sludy, this finding is more bkely
a reflection of the generally very low adoption
fevals, and thal when adoplicn lakes place i
Is motivated by parizilar pattems of adopiion
Mustraled by the data on cross-cultural and
famnily type patiems in figure 1 on the follow-
ing page.

[t & notewarthy that the rseial patiem was
reversed when data for inter-country adoptions
wie analysed. Here Afncan children made up
the: bulk of infsr-country adoptions, followad by
coloured, white and Indian children.

Legitimacy

Tha NAR revealed thal the largest group of
adopled children is in the ‘bom out of wedlock'
category, while those who are abandoned
make Iha smallest proparlion. This is i line

with infernational evidence thal children whi
dre abandoned are less lkaly 1o be adoplad,
a5 prospective adoptive patents may fesl un-
comiortable with the absanoe of medical and
family background and have concerns fhal
children may have a history of abuse and ne-
ghect and would ba more ely o present amo-
tional and behavioural problems thal may lead
lo distuption of (he adoption

WHO ADOPTS?

The NAR provided limited sociodemo:
graphic data on adoptive parant charactaris-
tics. Only wo main variables! race and marital
siatus, were avallable, Data on marital status
showsd that in recent years the majonly of
adopiers have been single or unmarred. With
regard to race, the register suggests that Afr-
cans were markedly under-represantad in the
adapbon staistics, while:whites made up the
bulk of tha adoptive parents:

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE AND ADOPTION

I gart, the qualtative survey examined
soclal work practices around adopiion to iden-
fify obstacles or restrictions to edoption, The
obsticios can b classified inlo the following:
sysierm- and knowledge-related bamens in the
legal system. shortage of social work staff and
resourcas, and social worker atfitudes

System- and knowledge-related barriers
in the legal system

The findings showed that social workirs fall
there was a lack of consistency and undfomity
in the interpretation and implementation of the
adoplion legsstation. Public sactor soclal work-
efs acknowladged that they did not adeguately
understand the requirements and processes
of tha lagisiahion regarding child adoption,

Shortage of sacisl work staff and resources

Human resource shortages and the associ-
aled burdans and risks were highly saflant in
the key Infarmant intenviews, where they were
repeatedly citad a5 ane of the majn bamers lo
successful Implamentatian of all social work
prachices, including adoption.

SOCIAL WORKER ATTITUDES

Given Ihat social workers act as gatekesp-
ers in the adoplion process, several sockal
worker attiludes that may represen! prajudice
apemnst particular groups of prospective adop-
tive parents — most commondy those who ar
ot marriad, thass with kow income and those
of same-sex oriantafion — were identified,
These attitudas were most prevalen| among
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*Diata for prescripfion dng abuse was not available for 2010,

Figure |: Notional adoptions by tamily type (April 2004 to March 2009)

the prvite seclor, but also featured among
public sector sottal warkers,

WHERE TO FROM HERE?

Taking inty account the limitation of the dala
avallable from the NAR, & maior investment lo
improve the NAR system could resull in a data
todl that is insightful, accurate and robust, and
which colld allow for mgular and adequate
examination of the pattarns of adoption o k-
prove the cost-effectiveness of social wallane
investments, resource allocation and to ffoem
policy, Three specific mcommendalions wers

mada in this regard

PERIOD

—The need for grealer infer-agency data
sharing betwean directorates within the DSD
to improve the depth and quality of data avail-
able for stralegic decision-making.

—The need for greater imvestment in tech-
nology and fchnological expertiss to ensure a
comprehansive, user-friendly and automated
interactive data system that ensures thal deta
is will disseminated and easily accessible lo
social welfare practifioners lo make the adop-
tion process more efficiant,

—sThe need lor greater investmen! in tha
moritoring of slatistics over fime 1o enable
aflective social welfare practices to drive jm-
proverrent i adoption levels. LR |
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Disclosing HIV status
Is it the right thing to do?

“o
. - “ To foster or to adopt'?




