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Gmrmus event will need African fusion

*€ HERE has been much talk
" abont the potential of the
2010 World Cup to leave
behind a lasting legacy for
fhe  Alfrica. Some have even
gﬁm so far as to suggest that this will
be the most meaningful effect of the
event, without necessarily substanti-
ating the clabm. The situation, how-
ever, is not as simple as this exciting
picture suggests, and bears further
serutiny.

Africa is at a crossroads, Un one
hand, the continent seems mired in
problems; ou the other, there seems
to e much to celebrate,

On the negative side, there i a
vast amount of political conflict,
some of which seems, distressingly, to
be escalating,

Fighting in  Sudan, Semalia,
Lithiopla, Chte o'Ivoire, Zimbabwe
and Uganda hes caused pgreat
regional instability, requiring  at
different times the intervention of the
internationa community.

Add to this Africa’s poverty and
underdevelopment, large trade and
balance of payment deficits, a lack of
progress oft trade Uberalisation, high
rdes of HIV/AIDS, as well as the

environmental  effects of global
climate change, and ipwa pects for the
consolidation demuocracy,

economic growth and sustainability
look bleak

On the positive side, Africa Is
growing economically at an average
of 7% {albelt driven by the
performance of a few nations) and
foreign direct investment has been
considerable over the past Bve years,

Debt  cancellation and  trade
concessions - despite the failure of
the post-Doha talks — have also
resulted in econownic gains. Then
there’s the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (Nepad}, which
has the potential fo revive the alling
fortunes of the continent.

In this , the African Union

{AUN has done commendable work in

the past year, especially in Sudan, and
the African peer-review mechanism
is working effectively. Also, there are
all the positive spin-offs for the
continent that may result should SA's
request for a nonpermanent seat on
the United Nations Security Council
bear fruit.  BEncouragingly, tog
regional bodies have been trans
formed to meet the objectives of

Nepad, and reglonal trading blocs
have been esiablished, notably in the
Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) region,

Se can Africa celebrate dnd hope
to benefitfrom the 2010 World Cup as
8 truly continental event]

The aforementioned  conceens
and challenges for Africa, in addition
to time constraints and a host of
technical  specifications me Fifa,
seemn to mitigate against widespread
colfaboration and a true sense of
partnership.

But on the plus side, drawing on
the strengths of the continent,
prospects for positioning the event as
a continental one ook promising,
provided SA begins a dialogue

immediately with African heads of

state. This should be initiated by
government in partnership with the
All, and be succeeded by the 2010
Local Organdsing Committee {LOC)
and the National Communication

Partnership (NCP), with Fifa's
suppoet critical throughout

“The agenda for the first of such
meetings should focus on certain
guestions, some of which are: what
are the likely tourism {and other
positive economic) spin-offs from the
Wotld Cup, especially for neigh-
bouring states?

‘What are the benefits likely 1o
accrue to Afrlca from successfully
staging a mega sporting event such as
the World Cup? Does the event have
the potential to drive the perceptions
amd realities of an African renais-
sance, including a celebmtion of the
continent's cultares and - diversity?
Do prospects exist through the World
Cup to enhance the integration of the
continent into the global economy?
What is the relationship between
event-based economic growth and
development, and good povernance
arrangements?

“This first meeting must conclude
with the establishment of pan-
African co-ordination entrusted with
making sure that, through constant
debate, dialogue and intervention,
the prospects for the World Cup to
deliver positive results across Africa
will be realised. The South African
government, in parmership with the
LOK and Africa’s newly restructured
regional bodies. must drive such a
process and assume ownership of i
The giobal community mustalso play

asupportive role,

Time consiraints suggest that this
farmative summit should ocour in
the first quarter of next year, and that
the co-ordinating commities tasked
with  driving the  initiative
{mmediately éeveiep a programme of
action, with a specific set of time-
bound deliverables. The co-ordinat-
ing committee and its many sub-
committees must meet regularly and
liaise with the South African govern-
ment, the LOC, the regional bodies
and, of course, Fifa.

1f this happens, we could be well
on our way to seeing a world cup that
truly benefits the continent. It is time
that Africa makes its mark, consoli-
dating and celebrating its position
‘iﬁtemammaﬁy, and 2010 represents a
real opportunity 1o do so. The event
must. ge embraced and nurtured by
the continent with spirited determi-
nation and enthusiasm, and unfailing
belief. Talk alone will not suffice. A
programme of action grounded in
what is realistically  achievable
requires  hasty  formulation  and
uncompromising commitment.

While we may be tempted to base
such a pian on the recent experience
of Germany ~ and there is miuch w
be learnt from the 2006 event — the
Afdean initlative must be locally
grounded while at the same time
globally relevant and marketable.

Drawing on the continent's
strengths, while positioning the
initiative to mudmise the epportent-
ties presented by a formula-based
culture of global consumption, is not
easy. That is why | belleve the Inter-
national community must support
the African stakeholders that come
together to drive this process,

An additonal but no less impor-
tant spin-off for 5A would be the
oppertunity such partnerships create
to change African perceptions of
South Africans as the moral cus-
todians of the continent. An Alfvica-
wide dialogue will also help to repair
relationships with Egypt and Moroc-
co, still srarting after losing out to $A
in the bid to host the 2010 World Cup.
8 Pillay is an executive director at the
HSRC and head of the Urban, Rural
arud Beonomic Development Research
Programme, which co-ordinates
World Cup 2010 research.
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