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Lockdown in South Africa
• State of Disaster declared on 15 March 2020 (61 cases, 0 deaths)

– National Govt becomes responsible for coordinating the management of the disaster

• Full lockdown introduced on 26 March 2020

– Leaving homes only allowed to buy essentials, seek medical attention, collect social 

grants, attend a funeral (up to 50 people)

– No sale of alcohol or cigarettes, restaurants closed, work/study from home if you can

– Deployed 70,000 Army Troops to enforce lockdown

• President Ramaphosa: 
– “Do not violate the rights of our people”

– “You are expected as the pride of our nation... to go out and defend our people against this virus. Your mission is 'mission save lives’.”

– “They look to you as a force not of might, but of kindness..”

• 5 - Phase lockdown approach introduced on 1 May 2020

– Level 4 downgrade allowed for exercise between 6am and 9am

• Level 3 downgrade introduced on 1 June 2020

– 8 June 2020 – Schools reopened
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Covid-19 Cases
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1 July 2020 

Total Cases: 151,209

Deaths: 2,657

Recovered: 73, 543

Population: 59 Million

Daily New Cases since 2 July: 

8,728

Level 3

Level 3



Poverty in South Africa

• Poverty is 

closely 

correlated to 

race in South 

Africa

• Black and 

mixed-race 

peoples are 

most affected
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Scale and demographics of Informal Settlements in SA

Informal Dwelling Per Race Group

African
95%

Coloured

4%

Indian 
or 

Asian
0%

White
0%

Other
1%

78%

22%

Type of Dwelling in South 
Africa

Formal

Informal

Source: Statistics South Africa, Census 2011



Inequality in South Africa

• The minority of 

the population 

own ~93% of the 

wealth

• Comprised of 

previously 

advantaged 

people
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Cycle of Poverty

• Poor students attend 

poor schools – perform 

poorly

– Unemployed or low skills 

work

• Rich attend good 

schools, attend 

university and get good 

jobs

• Upward social mobility is 

hard 8



Langa v Rondebosch
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Langa

Community 

Health Centre

Schools

Population = 52 401

Households = 17400

40% Completed School

40% Unemployed

42% Live in Informal Settlements

33% No Piped Water

28% No Flushing Toilets

Transport Options

• Train

• Taxi’s

• Bus

Closest Employment  

Opportunities
• Epping Industrial

• CBD

10KM

25KM



RondeboschPopulation = 19554

Households = 6990

92% Completed School

5% Unemployed

1% Live in Informal Housing

1% No Piped Water

1% No Flushing Toilets

Clinics

Schools

Transport Options

• Train

• Bus

• Cars

Closest 

Employment  

Opportunities
• Mall

• Shops

• Stadium

• CBD

• Various



Inequality Visually
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Squatter settlements are very dense

A single shack is typically between 6 and 

20 m2

Social distancing is impossible
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Inequality is stark and always in your 

face

Social cohesion is very poor



17

Services are poor in informal settlements

Often have to share taps and toilets

Practicing good hygiene is near 

impossible



Army Deployment

18

• Army deployed to enforce 

lockdown in impossible 

conditions

• Not prepared to offer 

humanitarian support

• By 18 April - 118,000 

people had been charged 

with breaking the 

lockdown restrictions

• Many placed in jails where 

social distancing is non-

existent



No patience for the poor

• Citizens 

queuing to buy 

groceries

• Force is used 

to implement 

social 

distancing
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No justice for the poor
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• Several people have been 

killed during enforcement –

no stats released

• Colins Khosa – killed after 

the army found alcohol in his 

yard

• The internal SANDF 

investigation exonerated the 

soldiers



Unequal media response
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Access to shelter

• Homeless people 

were rounded up and 

placed in camps

• Poor access to 

sanitation, food or 

opportunities to 

social distance
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Access to food
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Hunger is a major challenge during

Government and charities are providing 

food parcels, but have limited stocks.

Need to queue to receive a parcel



Conclusion

• The pandemic demands that the state roll out massive 

social development projects, addressing limitations in 

housing, food security, education and health

• We can never adequately respond to the demands of the 

pandemic and lockdown if we do not address the 

underlying structural inequalities in our society
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