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PR EFA CE 

There are probably .50� ooo- Wb.i te.- boys--and girls who leave the schools 

of the Republic of South Africa and South West Africa annually. 

Information on who the school-leavers are, the reasons why they 

leave sohool and what becomes of them after leaving school, has 

hitherto been very limited. 

Chapter 2 of this report is concerned with the data supplied by 

pupils on leaving school during the period 15th July, 1963 -

14th July, 1964, and identifies the pupils according to home baok

s;:ound, with reference to the home language and the father's ocou

pati� school background, with reference to the standard reached 

upon leaving school, medium of instruction, situation of the sohool 

and the intelligence quotien�1�and immediate destination upon 

leaving school, with reference to vocational and/or study plans 

and the reasons for leaving school prematurely, and is based on 

the data of the report, "SCHOOL-LEAVERS", Research Series no. 50. 

Chapter 3 of this report illustrates particularly the extent to 

which the vocational and study plans of pupils upon leaving school 

corresponds with the actual destination after leaving school, and to 

what extent the occupation of the father and the standard attained 

upon leaving school have determined the destination of the school

leavers with regard to further study and the occupation which is 

followed. This chapter is based on Research Series No. 51. 

The value of this report lies therein that it can contribute to the 

planning of a system of education at secondary level in which pupils 

will be able to receive education according to their capabilities, 

which can be linked up with the pursuit of a post-school occupation 

and further training. As far as manpower research is concerned, the 

actual destination of the school-leavers after leaving school will 

explain more fully the flow of manpower to the economically-active 

community. 

DIRECTOR. 
NATIONAL BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL MH> SOCIAL RESEARCH 

JULY, 1968. 
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1.1 INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER l 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Probably about 5c,ooo White boys and girl� leave school in the 

Republic of South Africa and in South West Africa every year. 

Information as to who these school-leavers are, why they leave 

s·ohool and what becomes of them afterwards has hitherto been 

very limited. 

In South Africa, as in many other Western countries, occasional 

surveys and investigations have been made during the last forty 

years to find out more about school-leavers. 

But none of these a·J.rVeys was recent and/or oompr.�hensive enough 
. . � > ,• 

to serve as a basis for educational. Pt�triling ancf_for manpower 

research. It was therefore decided that a survey should be 

made of all White pupils who during the twelve months from 15th 

July, 1963 to 14th July, 1964.· left school in the Republic of South 
Africa and in South West Africa for good • .  It was also decided 

that this group of school-leavers should then.be followed up 

every year. 

leZ AIM 

The first object of the survey is to obtain data on school

leavers at the time of their leaving school, so that they can be 

identified according to: 

(1) school background with reference to standard attained at 

the time of leaving school, the medium of instruction and 

the situation of the school, 

( 2) int:lligence 9,uotient •. • . 
- ( 3) ... home baokgrC>und· with refer:ep.ce to the -_hOril�--- l�·nguage and 

the father's occupation 1 

(4) immediate destination after leaving school, with reference 

to vocational and/or study.plans and the .reasons for 

leaving school early. 

The seoond object of the surve� is to follow up the school

leavers every year, to find :out what becomes of them and to 

what extent the destination they had in mind when leaving 

school and their actual subseque�t destination correspond. 
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The data relating to the first object are discussed in Chapter 2 

of this report, while the data collected during the follow-up 

study and relating to the second object are discussed in 

Chapter 3. 

le.3 METHOD 

1.3.l 

1.3.! 

The questionnaire method has been used throughout. Three 

questionnaires were used in the surve�, namely Questionnaire 

NB 425, to be completed by the pupils on leaving schoolJ Ques

tionnaire N.B 446, to be completed approximately a year after 

leaving school; and Questionnaire NB 447, to be completed 

approximately two years after leaving school. 

.uestionnaire for completion upon 
leavl�ri5schoo 

The questions in the questionnaire were design&d_to--el.ici�-.the 

following, the educational authority under which the school 

falls, the medium of instruction at the school j age and standard 

on leaving school, home language, father's occupation, the 

vocational and/or study plans of the school-leavers, the IQ of 

school-leavers (as supplied by teachers)· and the reasons why the 

boys and girls left school. 

With a view to follow-up studies space was left on the first 

page of the questionnaire for the names and addresses of persona 

(parents, relatives, employers j educational authorities, friends), 

through whom the boys and girls could be reached after leaving 

school. 

The survey period lasted from 15 th July, 1963 to 14th July, 1964. 

,uestionnatres NB 446 and NB 447 to schoo1.J.eavers1 for comple--
'on in the first and second years after leavipg school 

In respect of contents Questionnaires NB 446 and 447 were the 

same, but the particulars to be supplied in the first follow-up 

questionnaire (�1:B 446) related to the position as at 31st 

October? 1964, those in the second (NB 447), to the position as 

at 31st October, 1965• 

In addition to general iden_tificatory information such as names 

and addresses, the school-leaver was asked to supply the 

following information: 

i 
NE 422 to pupils, 
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whether he/she had a full-time job; 

how many times he/she has changed jobs; 

whether he/she was receiving formal in-service training as 
part of the full-time job; 

whether he/she had a part-time job; 

whether he/she was doing full-time study and if so, for 
what occupation; 
whether he/she was doing part-time study and if so, 
for what occupationf 

if he/she was not doing full-time work or study, what the 
main reason was; what the highest public examination was 
in which he/she had passed; 

whether she was married (in the case of girls), whether he 
was undergoing Active Citizen Force training (in the case 
of boys) . 

1.4 THE SURVEY GROUP 

1.4.1. Schools included in the survey 

The original questionnaire (NB 425 ) was sent to all the White 

schools in the Republic of South Africa and in South-West Africa 

that could perhaps, on account of their standard oomposftioh and 

compulsory education requirements, have had school-leavers. 

Of the 1221 schools to which the questionnaires were sent, 952 
had school-leavers, while 133 indicated that during the survey 

period there had been no school-leavers. The schools who did not 

react were evenly distributed.over the whole country. 

Judging by the distribution according to types of schools and 
:. ' "  . 

the situation of the schools, we have good reason to assume that 

such schools as did react were for all practical purposes 

representative of the schools originally included. 

The school-leavers included in the original survey 

In the original survey, questionnaires were received from 42,600 
school-leavers. The data in respect of 41,895 school-l�a�ers 

(21,745 boys and 20,150 girls) could be used for the purposes of 

the report. It is estimated that these 41,895 school leavers 

represent between 74 and 78 per cent of the actual number of 

White sohool-leavers who left school in the Republic of South 

Africa and in South West Africa during the survey year. 

1.4.2 
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The school-leavers who were included in the original 
survey, according to sex 

The 21,745 boys whose data were used represent 51.9 per cent 

of all the school-leavers in the survey and the 20,150 girls 

represent 48.l per centQ,. 

Although the actual number of boy's and girls who left school 

during the original survey period is not known, one is struck 

by the fact that in June 1963, i.e. at the beginning of the 

survey year, of the White school population in the Republic of 

South Africa and in South West Africa 5lo7 per cent were boys 

and 48.3 per cent girlso Though these percentages do not 

necessarily correspond to the boy-girl ratio among all school

leavers, their striking similarity to the boy-girl ratio in the 

school-leaver survey group does indicate that in respect of 

composition the group included in the analyses is represent�

tive, if not of the grand total of school-leaversr-then at 

least of the school population as sucho 

The seven standard groups int2 which the school
leavers were. divided · i 

� 

Seven standard groups were used and the number of school

leavers from each of the·successive standards was as follows, 

Std 

Std 

Std 

Std 

Std 

Std 

Std 

· Std 

6 and other classes o o e c o o o eooeoo e o  

7 oeeeooeee�•oo ooo o�••• o� oo ••o • � oo 

8 

9 

•••• o •••••o •• o �� ooo o o o � c e o o •o •o• 

• • • • • O ,a • • • • • 0 • � • ,; O • • '' • c, n - o � 0 0 0 ,. 0 

10 (as a group) • • • c- e eoo "' ••oe e ecto• 

2,668 

1,8,99 
9,687 
2,175 

25,466 
10 (Matriculation Exemption) ,· "o ... 11,499 
10 (school-leaving) •••••••••••�•• 12,206 

10 (unknown) ······••cocoe•�o••••• 1, 761 

(see definition of concepts, paro 1.5Q4) 

School-leavers divided_ according to the seve�cational 
authorities under which they fa�l 

The numbers of school-leavers from schools controlled by the 

various educational authorities were as followsg 

Cape Province o• ••o•o• • ') • • • �c oc •oo o•oo 9,506 

Natal e e O e e e O O e O O O O • e e O O e • .. r., " t' ., 0 () I!' 0 I) CJ 0 2,939 
Orange Free State o ••• •s. o o 110 • • •• e o •• ., 2,279 

, __ 

. -
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Transvaal •••e•ooooo•••o••o•••••�•Q•ooeo 16, 136 

South West Africa •••o••••••••••o��••••• 610 

Educations Arts and Science ••••o•••�••• 7, 330 

Non-departmental schools ••••e•c••o••••o 3,095 

The survey group during the original suryey_ as a reliable 
and representative component of the universe 

In addition to what was said above about the boy-girl ratio in 

the original survey there are other striking points of simi

larity between the school-leaving group an� the White population 

of the country. 

(1) The ratio of school-leavers from urban schools to sohool

leavers from rural schools, namely 57o5 t 42�5, corresponds 

very closely to the distribution of the White school popu

lation in June>l963� namely urban: 55.8 per cent and 

rural : 44o2 per cent. 

(2) The home language distribution among school-leavers -corres

ponds closely to the home language .distribution of the 

White population at the time of the 1960 population census. 

(3) The occupational distribution of the fathers of school

leavers corresponds closely to that of all White men who 

were economically active in April,1963e 

In the light ·or·these similarities the school-leavers included 

in the·original survey can be regarded as representative of the 

universe�· 

The school-leavers included in the follow-up study 

The first follow-up questionnaire (NB 446) was answered by 

almost 25, 000 school-leavers and the second (NB 447) by approx

mately 18 1 0000 

Since the whole purpose of the follow-up study is to ensure that 

where the school-leavers are concerned continuity is maintained 

between the original survey and the second follow-up survey, and 

since every effort has been made to ensure that the� group 

of school-leavers is referred to throughout 9 the figures in the 

follow-up report refer only to school-leavers who completed all 

three q_uestionnaireso 

All in all there were 17 1 780 school-lea_vers (8 1 400 boys and 9,380 

girls) who completed all thrc& questionnaires. They represent 
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42.4 per cent of the 41,895 school-leavers included in the 

original survey. 

The school-leavers in the follow-up study grouped as Std 
10 school-leavers and early school-leavers 

(a) The Std 10 school-leavers 

The numbers of school-leavers from the different course groups 

in Std 10 who were included in the follow-up study were as 

follows: 

Matriculation Exemption course 

School-leaving course 

Std 10 (unknown) 

6, 635 (57.7%) 

5, 84 7 ( 4 7 • 9%) 

861 (48.9%) 

The percentage in brackets represents each time the proportion 

of the particular group of school-leavers in the follow-up 

survey to the number of school-leavers in the same course 

group during the original survey. 

(b) The early school-leavers 

The numbers of school-leavers from the different standards 

up to and including Std 9, who were included in the follow-up 

study, were as followss 

Std 6 and other classes • • e •••••••••••o••• 629 ( 23.6%) 

Std 7 ••••••o•••••••• ••••••••••••••••oeo•• 403 ( 21. 2%) 

Std 8 • �e•o•••••••••••••••••••••••••o••••• 2,715 ( 28.0'fo) 

Std 9 •�••••••••••••o•••••••••••• • •••••••• 690 (31.�) 

The percentage in brackets represents each time the proportion 

of school-leavers includ·ed in the follow-up survey to the number 

of school-leavers in the same standards at the time of the 

original survey. 

DEFINITION OF CONCEPTS 

The surveys 

(a) The ori.[.inal survey 

This refers to the "National Survey of School-Leavers 1963/64", 

conducted on the basis of Questionnaire NB425 for the period 

from 15th July, 1963 tc 14th July$ 1964. 
(b) Th� first follow-up survey 

This refers to the follow-up survey conducted on the basis of 
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Questionnaire NB 446, to be completed by all the school-leavers 

included in the original survey, in respect of the position as 
at 31st October, 1964. 

(c) The second follow-up survey 

This refers to the follow-up survey conducted on the basis of 

Questionnaire NB 447, to be completed by all school-leavers 

included in the first follow-up survey in respect of the 

position as at 31st October, 1965. 

School-leaver 

A school-leaver is a tn1ite boy or girl who is a permanent 

resident of the Republic of South Africa or of South West 

Africa and who left school for good during the survey period 

from 15th July, 1963 to 14th July, 196 4. 

Early school-leaver 

An early school-leaver is a White boy or girl who left school 

before the Standard 10 year. 

Std 10 school-leaver 

A Std 10 schoo!-leaver is a White boy or girl who left school 

during or upon completion of the Std 10 year. This group is 

sub-divided as followss 

(1) A Std 10 school-leaver (Matriculation Exemption course) is 

a Std 10 school-leaver who in the opinion of his/her teacher 

would probably pass the Matriculation Exemption examination. 

(2) A Std 10 school-leaver (school-leaving course) is a Std 

10 school-leaver who in the opinion of his/her teacher would 

probably pass the school-leaving examination (i.e. the 

examination other than that for Matriculation Exemption). 

(3) A Std 10 school-leaver (unknown) may be a school-leaver 

who left school before the Std 10 examination (i.e. during 

the Std 10 year) 1 or one whose course and chances of 

success or failure in that course are unknown. 

Std 6 and other classes 

School-leavers who fall under this heading are those from 

standards up to and including Std 6 1 from special and adjust

ment classes and from classes in schools for special education. 

1.5.4 
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Educational authorities 

The body in control of a school is regarded as an educational 

authorityo Schools controlled exclusively by an education 

department were classified as departmental schools; these 

included the schools wholly under the control of the education 

departments of the Cape Province, Natal, the Orange Free State, 

the Transvaal, South West Africa and the Department of Education, 

Arts and Science. Non-departmental schools were those not under 

the control, or only partly under the control, of an education 

department. 

schools. 

These included subsidised schools and private 

1.6 ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

In the interpretation of the data of the original survey only 

the total picture ·was given each time. 

In the processing of the follow-up survey data the two sexes 

were separately dealt with throughout, because boys and girls 

differ so widely in respect of vocational choices and desti-

nationso 

sexesia 

Only a general comparison was made between th_e .two 

Note however that interpretations accordirig to numbers should 

be avoided, that numbers and percentages shoul& be read together, 

and that trends should be looked for rather than final answers. 
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CHAPTER 2 

THE MOST IMPORTANT FIN])INGS WITH REGARD TO TEE IDENTIFICATION 

OF PUPILS ON LEAVING SCHOOL 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

The most important findings with regard to the identification of 

pupils upon their leaving school are given in this chapter. 

These findings concern the home background of the school-leavers, 

the schools they attended, their age at the time they left 

school, the reasons for leaving school early, the intelligence 

quotient of the school-leavers and their plans for the future. 

HOME BACKGROUND 

Ho me language -

The home language dis-tri-butian of the---school-leavers in the 

survey was as follows: 

Afrikaans-speaking 59.2 per cent ( 58.cyo) 

English-speaking 30.3 per cent (3703%) 

Afrikaans-speaking and 
English-speaking 6.4 per cent (1.5%) 

Other languages 3.1 per cent (3.3%) 
Unknown 0.9 per cent ( none) 

The figures in brackets indicate the percentages in respect of 

the home language distribution of the White population of the 

Union of South Africa at the time of the 1960 Population Census. 

This shows that the home language distribution of the school

leavers corresponds fairly closely to that of the White popu-

lation of the Republic of South Africa. 

(a) Afrikaans-speaking school-leavers 

(1) Of the Afrikaans-speaking school-l�avers in the survey 

43.2 per cent left school before reaching Std 10. 

(2) Of the Afrikaans-speaking school-leavers a higher percentage 

of boys (45.7%) than of girls (40.2%) left school before 

reaching Std 10. 

(3) Of the Afrikaans-speaking Std 10 school-leavers more took 

the school-leaving course (53.5%) than the Matriculation 

Exemption course (40.2%). It is not known T-rhic:':'_ :}Ourses 

were taken by the remaining 6.3 per 0ent. 
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(4) Of the Afrikaans-speaking Std 10 school-leav�rs more boys 

(48.5%) than girls (31.3%) took the Matriculation Exemption 

course. 

(b) English-speaking school-leavers 

(1) Of the English-speaking school-leavers in the survey 30.6 
per cent left school before reaching Std 10. 

(2) Of the English-speaking school-leavers a higher percentage 

of girls (33.5%) than of boys (27.7%) left school before 

their Std 10 year. 

(3) Of the English-speaking Std 10 school-leavers more took the 

Matriculation Exemption course (52.6%) than the school

leaving course (39.4%). It is not known which courses 

were taken by the remaining 7.9 per cent. 

(4) English-speaking Std 10 school-leavers followed the same 

pattern as the Afrikaans-speaking group in that more boys 

( 56.BJ{) than girls (48.1%) prepared for the Matriculation 

Exemption examination. 

(c) School-leavers from Std 10 

(1) In each home language group school-leavers from Std 10 

formed by far the biggest standard group (56.Sfo of the 

Afrikaans-speaking pupils, 69.4% of the English-speaking 

pupils, 55.7% of the Afrikaans-speaking and English

speaking pupils and 71.6% of those with some other home 

language). 

(2) According to the datas it would appear that more English

speaking than Afrikaans-speaking pupils remained at school 

up to Std 10. 

(3) More English-speaking Std 10 school-leavers (52.6%, of the 

group) tended to attempt the Matriculation Exemption course, 

than Afrikaans-speaking Std 10 school�leavers (40.'Z'/o of the 

group). 

Father's occupation 

Apparently the occupations practised by the fathers help to 

determine the stage at which their children leave school. The 

higher the status of the father's occupation - and obviously 

also his educational level - the lower appears to be the inci

dence of early school�leaving among the children. As regards 
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th� o.ccupatio ns- of the- fathers·, school-leav_ers fell into two · 

distinct groups. . . 

( a) Of the children of: 

(1) fathers in the professional and semi-professib nal occupa

tions 89. 2  per cent were Std 10 school-leavers; 

(2) fathers in administrative and managerial occupations 

84 .4 per cent were Std 10 school-leavers; 

(3 )  officers in the Armed Forces,  pilots and navigators 69. 2  
per cent were Std 10 school-leavers; 

(4 ) fathers in clerical occupations 68. 0 per cent were Std 10 

school-leavers; and 

(5) sales employees 67. 3 per cent were Std 10 school-leavers. 

Of the school-leavers whose fathers fall into one of the above 

occupational groups,  therefore , the group of Std . 10 school

leavers was by far the biggest each time. 

(b) Of the children of: 

(1 )  employees in ' personal and domestic services 5 2 . 0  per cent 

were early school-leavers; 

(2) skilled artisans 52c 9 per cent were early sohool-loavers; 

( 3) other trained outdoor workers 55 . 0  per cent were early 

school-leavers; 

( 4) semi-skilled workers 6 5.0 per cent were early school 

leavers ; and 

(5) unskilled labourers 7 7 c 2  per cent were early school

leavers. 

Of the school-leavers whose fathers fall into one of the above 

five occupa�ional groups , therefore, the group early school

leavers was the biggest each time. 

SCHOOL ATTENDED 

Medium of instruction 

(a) Afrikaans-medium schools 

(1) Of the school-leavers in the survey 52 . 0  per cent came from 

schools at which the medium of instruction was Afrikaans. 

(2) Of the school-leavers in the survey 59. 0  per cent were 

Afrikaans-speaking. This shows that at least 7 . 0  per 

cent of the Afrikaans-speaking school-leavers had �ttended 

schools at which their ho me language was not .}he only medium 

of instruction. 
0 6 1 1 3 6  
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( 3) The Afrikaans-medium school had a slightly stronger hold 

on its girls than on its bo ys. 

(b) English-medium schools 

(1) Of the school-leavers in the surve y 27. 6 per cent came from 

schools at which the medium of instruction was English. 

(2) Of the school leavers in the survey 30.7 per cent were 

English-speaking. This shows that at least 3.1 per cent 

of the English-speaking school-leavers had attended school s  

at which their home language was not the o nly medium o f  

instruction. 

(3) The English-medium school had a considerably stronger 

hold o n  its bo ys than on  its girls.  

(4) The English-medium schools had prepared proportio nately 

more Std 1 0  school-leavers for Matriculation Exemptio n than 

other schools. Of the Std 1 0  school-leavers from English

medium schools, 55.9 per ce nt took the Matriculatio n  Exemp

tion course, compared with 41.7 per cent in the case of 

Afrikaans-medium schools and 34 .9 per cent in the case of  

parallel and/or dual-medium schools. 

(c) School-leaver boys and girls from Std 1 0  

Of the Std 1 0  school-leavers a higher percentage o f  bo ys than 

girls took the Matriculatio n Exemptio n course (Afrikaans-medium 

schools, 49. 2f� bo ys as against 33. 7% girls ; English-medium 

schools, 580 2%  boys as against 53. 2% girls ; parallel and/or 

dual-medium schools  48. 2% bo ys as  against 22.1% girls) . 

( d) Of the school-leavers from parallel and/or dual-medium 

school�, 47 .8'/o were early school-leavers.  This is higher than 

the corresponding percentages of early school-leavers from 

Afrikaans-medium schools (42 . 0'/o) and English-medium schools 

( 27. 5%) . The difference between the percentages of early 

school-leavers from Afrikaans-medium schools and English-medium 

schools gives cause for concern. It appears from the figures 

that English-medium schools had a stro nger hold on  their pupils 

than Afrikaans-medium schools. 
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Situation of schools 

(a) Rural schools 

( 1) Of the school-leavers i.n the survey 42. 5 per cent came 

from rural schools. 

(2) The rural schools had a slightly stronger hold on their 

pupils than the urban school�s, i .e .  the percentage of early 

school-leavers from rural schools ( 3 5 .3%) was lower then 

that of early school-leave.rs from urban schools (42.0'Jc,. 

( b) - Urban schools 

(1) Of the school-leavers in the survey 57 . 5  per cent came 

from urban schools.  

( 2) There were proportionately fewer Std 10 school-leavers 

from urban schools ( 58 .CJ%) than from rural schools ( 64 . 6%) . 
( 3) The proportion of aohool-leavers who prepared for Matricu

lation Exemption was slightly higher in urban than in 

rural schools (urban schools 47 . :ifo and rural schools 42.3%) . 

AGE OF SCHOOL•LEAVERS AND REASONS FOR LEAVING SCHQOL 

Age on leaving school 

( a) ·- -By far the most school-leavers were sixteen ( 22. 3%) , 

seventeen (39.6%) ·and eighteen ( 27 . 3%) years old when they 

left school, with a cumulative percentage of 97.1 school

leavers who were 16 years and over. 

(b) The school-leaving age is clearly 1·aflected in the large 

percentage of pupils who left school at the age of sixteen 

( or fifteen in Natal) before reaching Std 9 (16-year-olds 

from Std 6, 61.0f;; from Std 7, 56. 8%; from Std 8, 48 .4%) . 

(c) In each case the ages of the school-leavers from the various 

standards up to and including Std 9 were considerably 

higher than the median ages for their respective s-tandards. 

Median ages of school-leavers from "Std 6 and other classes" 

up to Std 10 s 16.71, 16.72, 16.85, 17 . 24 and 17.81 years 

respectively ; median standard ages of universe: 13.64, 

14. 66, 15.63, 16. 54 and 17. 51 years, respectively. 

Reasons for leaving school early 

(a) Early school-leavers as a group 

The main reasons why early school-leavers left school were : 
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(1) The pupil found or was beginning to find the schoolwork 

difficult ( 20.1%) . 

(2) Financial circumstances precluded further school 

attendance (17.8%) . 
(3) The pupil had reached school-leaving age or had completed 

his/her course at the special school or school of indus

tries ( 13.5%) . 

(b )  Boys and girls who leave school early 

( i) In the case of boys, the following are the main reasons 

for early school-leaving : 

(1) The pupil found or was beginning to find the schoolwork 

difficult ( 21 .8%) . 
( 2) Financial circumstances precluded further school 

attendance ( 1{.1r�-) • 

( 3 ) The pupil had reached school-leaving age or had 

completed his course at the special school or school 

of industries ( 16 .4%) . 

(ii) In the case of girls the following are the main reasons for 

early school-leaving : 

( 1) Financial circumstances precluded further school 

attendance ( 20 .0%) , 
(2) The pupil found or was beginning to find the school

work difficult ( 18 . 3%) . 
( 3) Parents saw no need for further school attendance 

( 10 .4%) • 

(4 )  The pupil had reached school-leaving age or had com-

pleted her course at a special school or school of 

industries (10.3%). 

FUTURE PLANS OF SCHOOL-LEAVERS 

Plans with regard to immediate destination after leaving school 

The immediate destination mentioned by the school-leavers in the 

survey does not necessarily correspond to the actual destination. 

( q) More than a quarter of the school-leaving boys indicated 

that they were to receive Active Citizen Force training 

immediately after leaving school. Of the Active Citizen 

Force group, more than half indicated that they had been in 

Std 10 and had taken the Matriculation Exemption course. 
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It would appear that of the boys who- leave school. every ·year 

the Active Citizen Force usually takes the creamo 

Of the scho61-leavers in the survey 25. 0 per' cent proposed 

to work full-time and to study further part-ti me, while 

12.9 per cent intended to go out to work but had no plans 

for further study. Of the school-leavers, therefore, 37. 9 

per cent intended to go out to work full-time. 

( o) Not more than 37. 8  per cent of the Std 10 school-leavers 

in the Matriculation Exemption course indicated that they 

intended to study full-time at a university or college of 

education. 

( d )  Boys appeared to b e  more alive t o  the value of further 

study and higher qualifications than girls� 

(e )  The fact that no fewer than 16 . 9  per cent of the school

leavers in the survey had· no immediate vocational plans or 

plans for further study gives cause for concern� 

Plans of school• leavers with regard to immediate destination 
after leaving school, indicated according to standard 

(a) Early school-leavers 

(1) Approximately  60  per cent of the early school-leavers from , 

"Std 6 and other classes" up to Std 9 intended to go out 

to work full-time. 

(2) Between 3. 1  and 16. 0 per cent of the early school-leavers 

in the various stand�rds wanted to study full-time , with 

the highest percentages (15.4  and 16. 0f� respectively) 

for Stds. 8 and 9. 

(3) No fewer than 3 0.4 per cent of the school-leavers from 

Std. 6 and other classes and about 20 per cent of the 

school-leavers from Stds 7 to 9 had no plans with regard 

to either employment or study. 

( 4) Up to and including Std 8 more girls than boys intended 

to study .full-time, but the opposite appl ied in Std 9. 

(5) Up to and including Std 9 more boys than girls intended to 

go out to work full-time. 

(6) Up to and including Std 9 the percentage of girls who did 

not yet have any plans with regard to employmGnt or Gtudy 

was higher than the percentage of boys. 
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(b) Standard tan school-leaver boys 

(1) Of the boys balloted .for Active Citizen Force training, 

89.5 per cent were Std 1 0  school-leavers and 52.9 per cent 

of this group had taken the Matriculation Exemption course. 

(2) The main dest inations of the Std 1 0  boys appeared to be 

the following: 

i. Active Citizen Force training, 38.5 per cent. 

ii . Further study, 28. 0 per cent. 

iii. Full-time employment , 17 . 1  per cent. 

iv. No plans with regard to employment or study, 14.2 

per cent. 

( c) .2_Gandard 1 0  school-leaver girls 

The main destinations of the Std 1 0  girls appeared to be  the 

following : 

i.  Further study, 53.6  per cent. 

ii. Full-time employment, 1608 per cent . 

iii. Full-time employment and part--time study, 14.5 

pe� . cent. 

iv. · ·  No plans with regard to employment Or study, 13.5 per 

cento  

Vocationa�. plans cf  school-leavers 

( a) �oo�-leaver boys 

( 1) Most of the boys who left school from Std 1 0  wanted to take 

up a professional career (48.4�) . 

( 2 ) Most of the boys who left school before Std 1 0  wanted to 

become skilled arti sans ( 50 . 6%) .  This trend holds good 

for the standards up to and including Std 9.  

(b) School-leaver gir� 

( 1) Most of the girls who left school from Std 1 0  wanted to 

take up a professional care er ( 50.4%,) , followed by those 

who wanted to take up clerical posts ( 35 . 1% ) . 

( 2) More than 7 0  per cent of the girls who took the Matricu

lation Exemption course in Std 1 0  wanted to do professional 

and semi-profe ssional work. Many were interested in the 

human scienceso 
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(3) Most of the girls who left school early w�nted to take up 

clerical work (47.31c) .  This trend holds good for 

standards 7 to 9, while girls from Std 6 and other 

classes had no vocational plans. 

( c) The fact that no fewer than 16.1 per cent of the girl 

school-leavers in the survey had ·not as yet formed any 

vocational or study plans gives cause for concern. 

INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT OF SCHOOL-LEAVERS 

Earll school-leavers analysed according to IQ and standard 

(a)  Standard 6 and· other classes 

iearly twd thirds of the school-leavers from Std 6 and other 

classes (61.9'/o) had an IQ c,_f 79 or under ( subnormal) , while 

29 .·8 per cent fell . into the 
0

89-89 IQ group (dull-normal) . The 

IQ of 91.7 per cent of these school-leavers was thus below 

average. 

( b) Std 7 
School-leavers whose IQ is below average, namely 19. 0 per cent 

with IQ 79 and under ( subnormal) and 37. 1  per cent with �Q 80-

89 . (dull-normal) , ·constituted just over half ( 56.11.;) of the 

Std 7 school-leavers. 

( c) Std 8 

More than half ( 58.61�) of the Std 8 school-leavers had an 

average IQ (90-1 09) ,  one-tenth an above-average IQ (IQ 11 0 and 

over) and a quarter a below-average IQ ( IQ 80-89 ) .  

( d)  St d 9 

Nearly two-thirds ( 63. 6%) of the Std. 9 school-leavers had an 

ave'l'age IQ ( IQ 90-1 09) . 

Std 1 0  school-leavers 

( a) The IQ distribution shows that Std 1 0  school-leavers with 

an average IQ (45.S<f; with IQ 90-1 09) and an above-average 

IQ (43.5% with IQ 11 0 and over) constitute the biggest and 

· second biggest groups respectively. These two groups 

combined make up 89.3 per cent of the Std 1 0  school-leavers. 

2 .. 6 

2.6.1 
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(b) The majority of Std 1 0  school-leavers in the school

leaving course had an average IQ , namely 85 . 7  per cent 

with IQ 90-1 09. 

(c) The majority (67%) of Std 1 0  school-leavers in the 

Matriculation Exemption course had an IQ of 110 or over. 

2.6.3 Wastage of potential Std 1 0  pupils 

In an attempt to determine how many potential Std 1 0  pupils left 

school too early, the IQ cut-off was postulated at 1 00 ,  11 0 and 

120, as three alternatives that would enable a pupil to pass 

Std. 1 0. 

(a) The early school-leavers as a group 

(i) With the IQ cut-off postulated at 10 0, 11 0 and 1 2 0 , 

there is a wa�·tage in the country of respectively 28.8 

per cent or 346 0, 8 .? per cent or 107 0 and 1 �5 per 

cent or 178 potential Std 10 pupils who· left school 

too early G 

( ii) It also appears that according to the said three IQ 

cut-offs the wastage of po tential Std 1 0  girls was 

greater than that of potential Std 1 0  boys. 

( b) Early school-leavers analysed according to standard 

(i) Std 6 and other classes 

If the IQ cut-off is po stulated at 1 0 0  and 110 there 

is a wastage in the country of respectively 1.4 per 

cent or 24 and 0. 2 per cent or 4 potential Std 1 0  

pupils. 

(ii) Std 7 

The wastage . of potential Std 1 0  pupils appears to be 

13. 6  per cent or2 03, 3. 1 ' per cent or 47 and 0.4 per 

cent or 6, if the IQ cut-off is postulated at 1 00 ,  

11 0 and 12 0 respectively. 

( iii )  Std 8 

If the IQ cut-offs are 100, 110 and 1 20 ,  the wastage 

of potent'ial Std 1 0  pupils is respectively 33.3 per 

cent or 2430 i 9. 6 per cent or 702 and 1.5 per cent 

or lll. 
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( iv) Std 9 

The wastage of  pot ential Std 10 pupil s appears to be 

6 2 . 9  por cent or 803 , 20 .9  per cent or 317 and 4.0  

per c ent or 61 if  the  IQ cut-offs are 100 , 110 and 

1 20 respect ively. 

(v) The wastage of  po tential Std. 10 pupils  appears to 

be the mo st severe from Stds 8 and 9,  and the IQ 

o f  the majority of po tential Std 10 pupil s was 

between 100 and 109 . 

·----· 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE MOST IMPORTANT FINDINGS OF THE FOLLOW-UP STUDY OF 

SCHOOL-LEAVERS AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL 

3. 1 INTRODUCTION 

3. 2 

3. 2. 1 

The most important findings of the follow-up study have been 

summed up in this chapter. Particular attention has been paid 

to the immediate destinations of the school-l eavers  after l eaving 

school  and to the occupations in which they were  engaged, or for 

which they were stil l  b eing trained. 

THE IMMEDIATE DESTINATIONS OF SCHOOL- LEAVER S 

The destinations of school-l eavers  

(a)  The boys 

(i )  At the time of the first follow-up surv�_l 47. 8  per 

cent of the early school-leaver boys were und8rgoing 

formal in-servic e  training. They formed the biggest 

destination group. At the time of the yrncond foJ. l()W

up survey 46 . 2 per cent of the early  school-1 1:)aver 

boys wer e  undergoing formal in-servi ce t��·ain��· Once  

again they formed by far the biggest d est:L.1ation group .  

(ii ) Of  the Std 1 0  school-l eaver boys 40 . 9 p er c ent were 

engaged in Active Citiz en Force trainins: at the time 

of the first follow-up survey. This was conseqw�mtly 

the biggest destination group at the time of the first 

fo llow-up survey. At the t ime of the s econd f2l low71J� 

survey 41. 0 p er c ent of the Std 1 0  school�-leaver boys 

were engaged in further study full-time.  They formed 

the biggest destination group. 

( iii ) The higher the standard from which they left school, 

the lower the percentage of school- leaver boys who 

received no further training. At the time  of the 

first fol low-up survey 4 0. 6  per c ent of the boys from 

Std 6 and other o lusses  indicated that they had not 

undertaken any further study, while 2 1 . 7 p er cent of 

Std 9 boys were not intending to do so , The p erc en

tage of Std� 10 boys was much lower s t i l l ,  namely 

1 0. 8. 
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(iv) The percentages of the group "uncertain, unlrnown and 

unemployed" showed a simi lar downward trend. It 

would appear that the l onger tho boys remained at 

school, the more ambitious they became. (This may 

b o  duo to the fact that such boys receive vocational 

guidance for a l onger period and acquire higher 

educational qualifications. ) 

(b ) The girls 

( i )  The first and second follow-up surveys showed that of 

the early school-leaver girls, 59. 3 and 72 . 3 per cent 

respectively were working full-time and were not 

engaged in further study,, They formed by far the 

biggest destination group. 

( ii ) In the case of the Std 10 school-leaver girls the 

biggest destination group was that of girls  engaged 

full-time in further study (48. 8 and 42. 6 per cent 

in the two follow-up surveys ) ,  

( iii ) At the time of the two follow-up surveys the early 

school-leaver girls differed from the early school

leaver boys in that the percentages of those who 

received no further training showed an upward trend, 

rising from 48 . 7 and 59. 5 per cent in Std 6 to 65. 9 

and 7 7 . 4 per cent in Std 9. 

It would appear that the boys had become more alive 

to the need for further training than the girlsw The 

two follow-up surveys showed that even among Std 10 

school-leaver girls 32 .. 8 per cent and .42i6-·: . .  per _ _ C E)nt 

did not go in for further study, as ag�in�t _10.-8 and 

14. 1 per cent of the Std 10 school-leaver boys. 

{ iv)  With the girls, as with the boys, the higher the 

standards at which they left the school ( and the 

better therefore their qualifications ) ,  the smaller 

became the number ·classified as uncertain9 unknown or 

unemployed. At the time of tne first follow-up sur

vey 28. 9 per cent of the girls from Std 6 and other 

classes were ''uncertain ,  unknown or unemployed" as 

against only 2 . 1 per cent of the Std 10 school-leaver 

girls. 
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Change of employment on the part of school-leavers 

( a) The boys 

(i ) Of the boys whose destinations wore known at the time 

of the f irst follow-up survey 94. 2 per c ent were still 

at their first destination ( employer ) at t hat stage. 

Of the Std 1 0  school-leaver boys 96 . 4 per cent and 

of early school-leaver boys 91. 1 per cent were still 

at their first destination. 

( ii )  Among the early school-leaver boys there were only 

minor differences according to standard. The percen

tage rose from 89. 2 �er cent { Std 7 ) to 91 . 7 per cont 

(Std 8 ) .  

(b ) The sirls 

(i )  Of the school-leaver girls at t he time of the first 

follow-up survey 90 . 0 per cent were still at their 

first destination ( employer) at that stage. Of the 

Std 1 0  school-leaver girls 91 . 4 per c ent and of the 

early school-leaver girls 84. 2 per cent were still 

at their first destinatio�. 

(ii )  Among the early school-leaver girls there was a �

tinct drop in the percentage of each standard who were 

still at their first destination ( employer ) .  The 

percentage fell from 9 0 . 4 in Std 6 and other classes 

to 84. 0 in Std 9. 

{ iii)  It  would appear that the girls were slightly more 

inclined to change their employment than the boys. 

The extent to which the first destination of sohool-leavers 
and their immediate intended destination as originally given 
oorrespond 

Hi th the boyE: as well as the girls the immediate 3:ntended 

destination as ·originally given corresponded to some extent to 

their destination at the time of the first follow-up survey. 

This applied to each standard. 

More school-leaver girls than boys actually arrived at their 

immediate destination as originally given g Of the boys, 52 . 6 

per cent arrived at their immediate destination as originally 

given, the percentage for the girls being 71. 4� 
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( a )  The boys 

( i )  Of both early and Sta 10 school-leaver boys, 52. 6  
per cent arrived at their immediate destination 

as ori ginally given. 

( ii) The ·higher the standard at which the boys left school, 

the higher became the percentage of early school

leavers from the various standards who actually 

arrived at their immediate destinations as originally 

given ( 42. 0% of the boys from Std 6 and _ qther classes 

to 54. 8% of the boys from Std 9 ) .  

( iii ) A remarkably large numb er of Std 10 school-leaver 

boys received Active Citizen Force training although 

they had originally mentioned other destinations. 

Of the early school-leaver boys a remarkably large 

number received formal in-service training in spite 

of the fact that they had originally  indicated other 

destinations. 

( b ) The girls 

( i )  Of the Std 10 school-leaver girls i n  the first 

follow-up survey 75. 3 p er cent arrived at their 

immediate destination as originally given,  as against 

55. 9 per cent of the early school-leaver girls. 

(ii ) The position· with r egard to the early school-leaver 

girls differed from the position with regard to the 

early school-leaver boys in that the percentage of 

girls from each standard who actually arrived at 

their immediate destinations as original l y  given 

showe.d. a downward trend, · from 67. 0 (. (Std 6 and other 

olases) . to 54� 1% (Std 9 ) .  

(iii ) .Among. .the Std 1 0  school-leaver· girls as well  as the 

early school-leaver girls a remarkably 1a·r.ge number 

who had originally intended to continue their studi es 

part-time eventuall y  undertook no further study 

whatsoever. 

THE OCCUPATIONS OF SCHOOL-LEAVERS 

The full-time oooupations of school-leavers 

( a )  The boys 

(i ) At tho time of the first follow-up survey 45. 3 per 

3.3 

3.3.1 
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oent of the boys were working full-time. Of the 

early school-leavers 78 . l  per cent and of the Std 10  

sohool-leavers 34. 1 per cent were in full-time em

ployment. 

(ii )  At the time of the second follow-up survey considerably 

more boys (6 0. 2 per cent ) were working full-time. 

There were 81 . 9 per cent of the early school-leavers 

and 52. 7 per cent of the Std 10 sohool-leavers in 

full-time employment. 

( iii ) At the time of the first follow-up survey the three 

biggest occupational groups among the early school

leaver boys were the followingi (Percentages have 

been· worked out according to the number of early 

school-leavers in full-time employment. ) 

( 1 )  Skilled artisans · · · · · � • • • • • 49. 8 per cent 

(2 )  Trained outdoor workers •• • •  19, 1 per cent 

(3 )  Clerical employees • . . • . . •  , o  12. 1 per cent 

( iv)  At the time of the second follow-up survey the pe:r

oentages for the three biggest occupational groups 

among the early school-leavers were virtnally iden

tical with those arrived at during the first follow-up 

survey. 

(v) Among the Std 1 0  school-leavers the three biggest 

occupational groups at the time of the first follow

up survey were as follows � (Percentages have been 

worked out according to the number of Std 10 school

leavers in full-time employment) . 

( 1 )  

( 2 )  

( 3 )  

Clerical employees • • • • •••• •• 48, 6 per cent 

Trained outdoor workers . , . u ,  13 . 5 per cent 

Skilled artisans d · I) · · ·  .. " · · ·  .. 13 , 0 per cent 

(vi)  A large number of Std 10 school-leaver boys having 

completed their Active Citizen Force training in 

the mean time, the second follow-up survey showed a 

oonsiderable change in the percentages of Std 10  

school-leaver boys in full-time employment in each 

occupational group. The three biggest occupational 

groups were : 
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( 1 ) Clerical employees . • • • • • • • • • • • •  6?. 8 per cent 

( 2 )  Employees engaged in personal 
and domestic services • • • • • • • • • •  9. 5 per cent 

( 3 )  Sales employees o e .a • • • • • • c, (,, • • • • •  8. 9 per cent 

( iv )  At the time of the second follow-up survey the same 

three occupational groups among the early school

leaver girls were still the three biggest, except 

that by this time 13. 7 per cent were housewives. 

(v) Among the Std 10 school-leaver tp.rls in full employ

ment there were at the time of the first follow-up 

survey only two occupational groups worth mentioning, 

namely; 

(1 )  C lerical employees • • • • ••••• 78 . 0 per cent and 

( 2 )  Professional and semi-pro-
fessional employees · • � • • • • • 18 . 1 per cent 

{vi ) In the case of t he Std 10 school-leaver girls the 

same two occupational groups were stil l the biggest 

at the time of the second follow-up survey. 

The extent to which the original vocational plans of school
leavers and their full-time occupations correspond 

Among �oys as well as girls the original vocational plans of 

the school-leavers usually corresponded to their full-time em

ployment. In each standard, however, the degree of corres

pondence was higher among the girls than among the boys. At 

the time of the first and second follow-up surveys respectively 

75.6 and 70.6 per cent of the school-leaver girls in full-time 

employment were engaged in occupations that corresponded to 

those they had originally chosen . For the sohool-leaver boys 

the corresponding percentages were 54. 7 and 57. 8 .  

(a ) The 

( i )  

bois 

Of the early school-leaver boys in ful l-time employ-

ment at the time of the first and second follow-up 

surveys respectively 67.6  and 67. 4 per cent kept to 

the occupation they had originally chosen . Of the 

Std 10 school-leaver boys in full-time employment 

respectively 44. 1 and 52. 3 per cent in the two follow

up surveys kept to the occupation they had originally 

chosen. It would appear that early school-leaver boys 

show a stronger tendency than Std 10 school-leaver 

boys to stick to the occupation originally  chosen. 
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(ii ) ' . i. remarkably large number of schc .Jl-leaver boys 

.. e
1

ve_nt.u.ally took up _plericaJ.�.E!��meEt, in spite of 

the fact that they had originally aspired to other 

occupations. 

(b ) The girls 

(i )  Among ·the girls, though not among the boys, Std 10 

school-leavers were more inclined than early school

leavers to stick to their original vocational plans. · 
The differences were smaller , however 9 than in the 

case of the boys. Of the Std 10 school-.leaver girls 

in full-time employment respectively 77 . 1 and 71. 4 
per. cent �n the two surveys stuck to their original 

vocational plans, the percer.tages of the early school

leavers being 72. 7 a!1d 68 . 9  r0npeotively. 

(ii ) Of the school-leaver gi�ls, too 9 a remarkably large 

number took up clerical yr;t1£.;z:�en�'. /  in zpit e of the 

fact that they had originall;� enter·� ::-.:L:ned other vo

cational p lans. 

The occupations fo!:_whid1 schoo l-l·eave�s �t11di ed ful l-time 

(a)  The boys 

( i )  Very few early sch0 ol-_leavcr- bo�1. conti:�L:ed their 

studies ful!-time (resp v .: t � �B �Y  l c 7 and o. 8% of them 

for the two fo J .low-up · s1..1;:-veys ) .  

(i i ) At the time of the firs_t fol_l .n�up_::=;ur ·ey 20. 7 p er 

o ent of the SU. 10 sohoo l-l ott"·.ror boys wo:e  c ·mtinuing 
. � -· . ..  �•--.- ·· .... ---�---�-u-

their studias full-time G  Almo �t all these boys (i. e. 

97. 0 per cent of all tbe S i; cl  10 sch�: · J l-· >. oaver boys 

engaged in full-time ·study) were preparing to enter 

tho profession�. 

(iii) At the time of the sec�n�d _fo }  � (_,y-};!E sl:.rvez considerably 

more Std 10 school-leaver u oys (41 . 0 per cent) were 

continuing their studies full-time. Of all the Std 

10 ·school-leave:· boys who at -'.�he time of the second 

follow-up survey were engaged in full-time study 

98. 0 per cent were preparing t o  ent er the profes�io_ns. 

(b) The girls 

( i )  Not many .BarJ.yychool-leayr:i� 3i ... , J. s  ( only 9 .  8 and 3 .  5 

of them in the two fo l l ow�·,..;;.p c-: ·: · � ·cys) ._ .: ntir::: od their 

studies full�timev  Of tho se who did , the majority 
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were preparing to take up clerical employment. 

According to the first and second follow-up surveys 

respectively 87. 0 and 75.7 per cent of all the early 

school-leaver girls who studied further full-time 

were preparing to enter clerical occupations. 

( ii) According to the first and second follow-up surveys, 

respectively 48.8 and 4 2 . 6  per cent of the Std 10 

school-leaver girls were engaged in full-time study. 

Like the Std 1 0  school-leaver boys,  most of these girls 

were preparing for professional occupations ( respect

ively 87.5 and 97. 2  per cent of all the Std 1 0  school

leaver girls engaged in full-time further study at the 

time of the two follow-up surveys) .  A t  the time of 

the first follow-uR survey, however , an additional 

12.3 per cent of the Std 1 0  school-leaver girls who 

were studying full-time, were preparing for clerical 

employment. 

The extent to which the original vocational vlans of school
leavers corresponded to the occupations for which they 
studied full-time 

There was an exceptionally high degree of correspondence between 

the occupations for which the school-leavers studied further 

full-time and their original vocational plans. At the time of 

the first follow-up survey 92. 5 per cent of the school-leaver 

boys and 93 , 9  per cent of the school-l eaver girls engaged in 

full-time further stud;y- were preparing themselves specifically 

for the occupation originally indicated by them as that of their 

choi ce. At the time of the second follow-up survey the figures 

in question were 9 0. 3  per cent for the boys and 95.6 per cent for 

the girls. 

The high degree of correspondence should probably be attributed 

to the fact that it was mainly the Std 10 pupils who studied 

further full-time after leaving school and that at the time 

these pupils left school they had already formed a clear and 

realistic idea of the occupation for which they wanted to study. 

The occupations for which school-leavers studied part-time 

( a) The boys 

( i) Not many early school-leaver boys (respectively 5.4 and 
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7 o 3% in the follow�up surveys ) studied further part

time o Most . of thos e .who did (respectively 5 0 e 0 and 

48 0 9% of ·those engaged in part-time further study at 

the time of the follow-up surveys) , were preparing to 

take up clerical post s .  Of the early school-leavers 

engaged in further part-time study at the time of the 

follow-up surveys ,  respectively 23. 0 and 1 7 . 0 per cent 

were preparing to become skilled artisans. 

( ii ) Of the Std 10 school-leaver boys 11.4 per cent were 

engaged in part-time. study at. the t ime of the first 

follow-up survey and 23 . 5  per cent at the time of the 

s econd follow-up survey. Of the boys who were study

ing further part-time th e maj ority ( 59 . 7  and 6 5 . 1% 
respectively)  were preparing for pr�fes sional employ

ment. At the time of the two surveys �  however , of 

the Std 10 school-leaver boys engaged in part-time 

further study 3l c l  and 29 ,, 7  per ce nt re spectively we�� 

preparing t_o. :�fa_ke_· -up clerical .�m12loyment 0 

( b ) The girls 

( i ) Not many ���JL_ school-leaver girls (respectively 5 . 9 
and 4 (, 610 of them at the t ime c f  the follow-up surveys) 

studied further part-time . ls in the case of the 

early school�leaver boys � mo st  of tho� e who did were 

preparing for clerical €Dploymento 

(ii) Equally few Std 1 0  schoo l-leaver girls (re spectively 

6 0 4  and 4 . 97c of the Std 1 0  sch0ol-leavers �t the time 

. of the two follow-up surveys) studied further part-time. 

Tho s e  who didJwent in mainly for clerical training 

(respectively 59 �6 and 49 1 7% of t�10 s e  engaged in 

further study at the time of th e two follow-up surveys ) .  

Of the Std 1 0  school-leaver girls ho�ever 9 respectively 

3 7.9 and 49� 1 per cent of the se  who studied further 

part-time were preparing to entor the profe s sions . 

The extent to which the occupations for_.whic��hool-leavers 
studied part-time corresI2.£._nded to their origi�al vocational 
plans 

There was a high degree  of correspondence between the occupations 

for which school-leavers studied further part-time 3nd their 



29 -

original vo catio nal plans ihis correspo ndence was more 

marked in the case o f  the girls than in that of the boys . 

( Girls respectively 74 o 9  and 7 5 . 9% 1 boys :resp.3ctively 63 .1 and 

6 3 . 0fc at the time of the two surveys . )  

HOME LANGUAGE O F  SCHOOL-LEAVERS AND THEIR FURTHER TRAINING 

The co nnection between the ho me language .of  schoo l
leavers and their . further training 

(a) The boys 

(i)  The perce ntage of other-language school-leaver boys 

who went in for further training was co nsiderably 

higher than that of the three o ther heme language 

groups . This was particularly ncticeable at the 

time of the first follow·-up surveyc Perh:lps this is 

due to the fact that many of the other-language school

leaver boys  were the children of  imm�G.rant s  and as such 

not call ed up for military serv�ce 1 with the result 

that they could continur-: thei:!' further training imme-

diately. Cf cours e it may also be because the sons 

of  immigrants a1 e moTe study-conscious o 

( ii) Afrikaans-speaki!'lg school-�leaver boys tend to leave 

school earlier than Bnglish-speaking school-leaver 

boys o 

( iii) English-speaki ng school-leaver beys are more inclined 

to study either f; 11l-ti:ne or part-tj me than .Afrikaans-

speaking school-leaver boys . On the other hand 

Afrikaans-speaking schoo l-leaver boys are more inclined 

to undergo formal in-service trainingc  

( iv) The perce �tage of Afrikaans-speaking school-leaver 

boy8  who underwent no further training after leaving 

school was higher than that of  English-speaking 

school-leaver boys c 

( b ) The girls 

( i ) Amo ng the girls 1 the differences between the various 

home language groups were no t vGry great � The 

English-speaking schoo l-leaver girls did however show 

a slightly stru Dger te nd�ncy towards further training 

than the three other ho oe l anguage groups o It was 
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mainly among the girls who studied further full-time, 

and particularly the early school-leaver girls, that 

this difference was apparent.  

(ii) In  all four home language groups there were, at the 

time of the second follow-up survey, nearly 3 0  per 

cent more school-leaver girls than boys who did not 

go in for further training. 
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CHAPTER 4 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECO�NDATIONS 

CONCLUSIONS 

The schoo l-l eavers invo lved i.n the survey were a hetero genoous 

group and differed so widely ( in  resp ect of inter alia mental 

ability, home background j home language , standard at the time of  

l eaving schoo l  and reaso ns for l eavi ng school) that it is  

almo st impo ssibl e to de scribe ,  even i n  general terms 9 the 

"typical " school-l eaver o 

Th� standard from which the majority of schoo l-leaver boys and 

girl s l eft school was Std lO o This is o nly to be expect ed, 

for Std 10 represents  the last stage of  the pupil ' s  formal 

e ducatio n c Among the early schoo l-l eavers tho se from . Std 8 . • . 

were the bigge st standard group o 

Mo st pupils left schoo l  o nly after reaching schoo l-l eaving age o 

Because by far the mo st schoo l-leavers leave schoo l fer goo d 

whe n  they are already in  high schco l 9 the blame for early schoo l

l eaving i s  often laid at the high schco l  I s  door � 0:1e wo r:dc- :;,."'s, 

however , whether the primary schoo l  is  al togethe:r f:·ee  from 

blame c. If it is  borne jn mind _ that the ages  of early schoo 1-

leavers from each standard wore cc nsi derably higher thc.n the 

median age for thei� standard� it is obvious that the primary 

scho o l  i s  also partly respo nsibl e for early schoo l·-leaving" 

Some of the blame f0r early schoo l-leaving may be traced to the 

present system of education, especially if it is borrie in mi�d , 

that _ as regards difforential education  and po ssibly al so voca

tio n�l guidance education  is  subj ect to divided co nh·ol c  

A co nsiderable number o f  early school-l eavers .and Std 10 school 

l eavers (even .including some who took the Matriculatio n ::i:Dxemp

tion course) indicate d  at th.e time of  leaving school  that they 

had no vocatio nal or study plans fo r the future � 0 ne wo nde!' s 

whether the country can afford to l et pupils leave school  

without any idea of  their futu!e destinatio n or occupatio no 

In view of the country ' s manpower shortage this state of affairs 

should no t be allowed to develop. 

The fact that cf the schoo l-l eavers who at the time of the 

origina] surve�r rnerJ.tioned an immedi2.-t� i::,  f1.8Stin:�/uiO r ... : nJ;y '13.lf Of 
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the  bo ys and less than three-quarters o f  the girls indicated 

at the time of  the first follow-up survey that they had 

actually arrived at th e destinations mentioned, shows that 

many left school wi thout knowing exactly what t he y  would do 

immediately aft er leaving school 7 or  what to cxpoct o f  life 

onco they  went out to work. 

In view of the fact that school-leavers annually constitute a 

very large group , that after leaving school they beco me a part 

o f  t h e economically active population nnd tha.t some o f  them will 

later become leaders in various fields, it is essential that 

vocational and educational guidance should be such that pupils 

can derive the great est possible benefits from education. 

RECOMME1'J1)ATI0NS 

Since ( i) t he majorit y of  the  early school-leav0rs left schcol 

because they found or were beginning to find thG work too 

difficult ; ( ii) th e mediam age cf the school-leavers from each 

early school-leaver standard is co nsiderably higher than the  

median age of  pupils in the  standards concerned; and (iii) 

the  pupils ' IQ,'s show t hat th ere is 2. wastage of  po tential 

standard 10 pupils, it is recommended that , 

A national syst em o f  differe ntiat ed education be  worked 

out and eventually implemented , to ensure that, within 

the  limits of  their nbilit y7 pupils derive thG  greatest 

possible benefit from education and bocome an asset to 

their country after leaving school. 

In view of  the fact that a considerable number o f  early school

leavers and even Std 10 school-leavers left school without 

vocational and/or study plans it is reco mmended that : 

A national system of  guidcince be developGd  and implemented 

under which pupils could receive vo cational, educational 

and pe:rsonali t y  guidance, to ensure that the  vo cational 

and educational choice of pupils correspond to t heir 

abilit y and that pupils have a definite o ccupatio n in 

mind on l 0aving school.  

Seeing that financial })rcblems appear to be the  s econd most 

important reason for early school-leaving it  is recommended 

that s 
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High schoo l  pupil s receive fi!�l _ _!:;?sis-tance so 

that they may enj oy maximum education. 

It is also recommended that : 

A sEtem fbr the early identification o f  the potential 

early school-leaver be developed on the basi s of psycho

metric techniques, scholastic test s, progress  at school, 

observatio ns by the teacher and data regarding the pupil ' s  

ho me background. Under such a system teachers could 

apply remedial education at primary school level, thereby 

helping the potential early school-leaver before it is too 

lateo 
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