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PREFACE

The fate of children who come from homes where disrup=
tion has occurred has always been, and will most certainly re=
main a problem. Any publication reporting on disruption of the
family, whether official statistics or reports in newspapers,
confirms the impression that family disorganization is becoming
an ever increasing problem, often with dire consequences for
parents and children.

In this empirical study an attempt is made to shed
some light on the fate of persons not responsible for, but suf=
fering from the conseguences of divorce and death of the
parents. The study is mainly concerned with the children and
no attempt is made to discuss the causes of disruption, as this
has been thoroughly investigated and is still being investigated
by sociologists.

The statistical processing of this investigation was
done by the HSRC's Institute for Statistical Research, while the
editing and proof-reading were undertaken by the Institute for
Information and Special Services.
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OPSOMMING

In hierdie ondersoek is alle standerd 6-leerlinge wie
se ouers oorlede en geskei of uitmekaar is, met die universum
van standerd 6-leerlinge vergelyk ten opsigte van biografiese
agtergrond, vordering op skool, en sekere sielkundige aspekte.

Daar is bevind dat die leerlinge uit ontwrigte gesinne
in die algemeen ongunstig met ander leerlinge vergelyk met
betrekking tot sosio-ekonomiese posisie, intelligensie, per=
soonlikheid, aanpassing en vordering op skool. Die gevolgtrek=
king is gemaak dat ontwrigting van die gesinsverband n negatie=
we invloed op verskeie aspekte van hulle daaglikse lewe uit=
oefen.

SUMMARY

In this investigation all Standard 6 pupils whose
parents are deceased and divorced or separated were compared
with the population of Standard 6 pupils in respect of
biographical background, progress in school and certain
psychological aspects.

It was found that pupils from disrupted homes generally
compare unfavourably with other pupils with regard to socio-
economic position, intelligence, personality, adjustment and
progress in school. It was concluded that disruption of family
life has an adverse influence on several aspects -of their
daily lives.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION, BACKGROUND AND AIM

1.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Psychologists and educationists are in agreement that
in order for a child to attain its maximum development in the
broadest sense, the care and guidance of both a father and a
mother are needed in the process of education. The complete,
happy and loving family is the breeding-ground in which chil=
dren grow up to be psychologically healthy adults. Where one
or both of the parents are absent as a result of death, di=
vorce, or other reasons, in other words, where disruption has
occurred, the optimal situation has been disturbed, and it
can be expected that under such circumstances the chances for
psychological harm to the children are greater than where all
the members of a family are living together happily.

The stress in the above sentence should be placed on
"happily", as there seems to be agreement among many authors
(e.g. Despert, 1953; Goode, 1964; Hurlock, 1964; Landis, 1952;
Mindey, 1969) that from the children's point of view, it is
preferable for parents to divorce and the remaining members
to be relatively happy, rather than to be an intact family
whose daily living is characterized by continual arguments and
discord. Leslie (1973) mentions 4 studies which have shown
this to be true and says "... the negative impact of divorce
upon children may be no greater than would be the effect.of
parents continuing to live together in an unhappy marriage"

(p. 610). According to Burchinal (1964) "Inimical effects
associated with divorce or separation ... were almost uniformly
absent in the population studied. Acceptance of this conclu=
sion reguires the revision of widely held beliefs about the de=
trimental effects of divorce upon children" (p. 50).

Opposed to this view, most churches and the Commission
for Public Morals of the NG Kerk emphasize that marriage is an
institution of God and can therefore not be dissolved except
on the grounds of adultery and religious imcompatability, i.e.
where a Christian is married to a heathen and then only when
the heathen enforces divorce. Marriage is further regarded as
a life-long union between one man and one woman, to which even
the bond between parent and child must yield (Nederduitse
Gereformeerde Kerk, 1962).

According to a senior spokesman of the Commission for
Public Morals the Commission's point of view is that even
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though the marriage is an unhappy one, it is still in the
child's interests if the parents do not divorce. In extreme
cases in which the child is physically neglected or ill-
treated, it may be taken away from the parental home, but every
effort is made to return it to the parents as soon as possible.
In no case will divorce be recommended, however (personal
communication).

According to Nel (1961) the child, since birth, needs
education in order to can become an adult person. When parents
lose their control over the child as a result of ignorance and
indifference, e.g. divorce and separation, or are compelled to
do so, as a result of death, for instance, there is a void in
the education process which may result in children's becoming
confused in their attitude towards responsibility.

Disruption or disorganization may take various forms.
Goode (1964), e.g., mentions 5 different causes of family
disorganization, namely -

(a) Illigitimacy, in which case the family unit is
incomplete because the husband-father is absent.

(b) Annulment, separation, divorce and desertion.

(c) "Empty shell" families, in which case members are
living together, but where there is little or no communication
or interaction with one another.

(d) Unwilled absence of one spouse, owing to factors
such as death, war, jail sentences and other catastrophes.

(e) "Unwilled" major role failures, such as intellec=
tual, emotional or physical pathologies.

As the present investigation is a descriptive and a
comparative study of children whose parents are dead and di=
vorced or separated, rather than a sociological study of the
causes and results of family disruption, the above short
description of the causes of family disorganization is regarded
as sufficient for the purpose of this study.

1.2 BACKGROUND OF THE INVESTIGATION : TALENT SURVEY

During 1965 the Institute for Manpower Research of the
HSRC conducted a comprehensive research project, viz Talent
Survey. By means of this programme all White Standard 6
pupils in the Republic of South Africa and in South-West
Africa were subjected to a series of tests and questionnaires.
For practical purposes the approximately 70 000 ouoils who
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took part are regarded as the population of Standard 6 pupils
of 1965.

As a complete exposition of the aim and experimental
design of Talent Survey appears in a previous report (Verhoef
and Roos, 1970), the aims of Talent Survey are only explained
in brief : The general aim of Talent Survey is to find an
answer to the guestion: WHAT IS OUR COUNTRY'S WHITE MANPOWER
POTENTIAL? and to make data available to DEVELOP THIS POTENTIAL
TO THE MAXIMUM,

Two separate aims emerge from this general aim, viz

(a) to obtain an estimate of the White manpower poten=
tial of South Africa and

(b) to determine or identify factors and/or circum=
stances which promote or impede the maximal development of the
White manpower potential.

1.3 AIM OF THE INVESTIGATION

The aim of this investigation arises from (b) of the
above-mentioned aims of Talent Survey. The aim is to compare
pupils from disrupted homes with the population of Standard 6
pupils in 1965 in respect of factors such as background, school
adjustment, intellectual ability, personality and progress in
school. From these data it will be attempted to determine
whether and in what respects such pupils differ from other pupils
and if family disruption has a detrimental effect on various
aspects of their lives.
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CHAPTER 2
METHOD OF INVESTIGATION

2.1 THE TEST GROUPS

The test groups were identified according to their
replies to two questions in the Biographical Questionnaire
(see 2.3.1) of 1965. The questions read as follows:

Question 19 : "Are your parents living?"
Question 20 : "Are or were your parents divorced or

separated?"

Pupils' replies to these questions appear in Tables
2.1 and 2.2.

TABLE 2.1
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS ACCORDING TO DECEASE OF ONE OR BOTH
PARENTS
Response N %
Father and mother both living 63286 91,1
Father deceased 4543 6,6
Mother deceased 1270 1,8
Both parents deceased 314 0,5
TOTAL 69413 100,0

According to Table 2.1, 6127 pupils, representing 8,9
per cent of the Standard 6 population, have lost either one or
both of their parents through death. This group constitutes
one test group in the investigation.

TABLE 2.2
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS ACCORDING TO DIVORCE OR SEPARATION OF
PARENTS
Response N %
Parents not divorced 62907 90,8
Parents divorced 6393 9,2
TOTAL 69300 100,0




The second test group consists of the 6393 pupils,
representing 9,2 per cent of the population, whose parents are
divorced or separated.

It should be noted that the two test groups are not
mutually exclusive.

2.2 THE CONTROL: GROUP

The population of the Standard 6 pupils in ordinary
schools in 1965, consisting of 69 908 pupils, serves as the
control group with which the test groups are compared with the
aim of determining to what extent the latter differ from the
former. Throughout the investigation the control group will
be referred to as the population.

2.3 THE MEASURING INSTRUMENTS

The test groups are compared with the population ac=
cofding to the results of certain tests which were applied to
them during the 1965 Talent Survey test programme and guestion=
naires which were answered by them. A short description of the
measuring instruments is given below. A more comprehensive
description of these and other measuring instruments applied
during the programme appears in a previous Talent Survey report
(Roos, 1970).

2.3.1 The Biographical Questionnaire

This guestionnaire was especially compiled for the
purpose of Talent Survey and comprises, inter alia, questions
regarding the pupils' hobbies, participation in sport, occupa=
tional choice, occupation and financial status of parents and
school particulars. The aim of this questionnaire was to ob=
tain as many biographical and other background data as possible
concerning each pupil.

2.3.2 The Teachers' Questionnaire

The purpose of this questionnaire was to obtain the
Standard 6 class teacher's assessment of each pupil with re=
gard to his behaviour, adjustment and ability in respect of the
school situation and school work.



TABLE 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE

3
HSPQ FACTORS

Low stanine score (1-3) z§i= High stanine score (7-9)
Reserved, detached, critic= A QOutgoing, warm-hearted, easy-

al, cool

Less intelligent, concrete-
thinking, of lower scholas= B
tic mental capacity

Affected by feelings, emo= C
tionally less stable, easily
upset, changeable, of lower
ego strength

Phlegmatic, deliberate, D
inactive, stodgy

Obedient, mild, conforming, E
submissive

Sober, prudent, serious, F
taciturn
Expedient, evades rules, G

feels few obligations, has
weaker superego strength

Shy, restrained, diffident, H
timid

Tough-minded, self-reliant, I
realistic, no-nonsense

Vigorous, goes readily with J
the group, zestful, given
to action

Placid, confident, serene, 0
untroubled
Group-dependent, a "joiner" Q2

and sound follower

Undisciplined self-conflict, Q
careless of protocol, fol=
lows own urges, has low
integration

Relaxed, tranquil, torpid, Q
unfrustrated 4

going, participating

More intelligent, abstract-
thinking, bright, of higher
scholastic mental capacity

Emotionally stable, faces
reality, calm, of higher ego
strength (not the same as
egotistical)

Excitable, impatient, de=
manding, overactive

Assertive, independent, ag=
gressive, stubborn, dominant

Happy-go-lucky, gay, enthu=
siastic, impulsive, lively

Conscientious, persevering,
staid, rule-bound, has strong
er superego strength

Venturesome, socially bold,
uninhibited, spontaneous

Tender-minded, dependent,
over-protected, sensitive

Doubting, obstructive, indi=
vidualistic, reflective,

internally restrained, unwils|
ling to act.

Apprehensive, worrying, de=
pressive, troubled, guilt
prone

Self-sufficient, prefers own
decisions, resourceful

Controlled, socially precise,
self-disciplined, compulsive,
has high self-concept control

Tense, driven,overwrought,
frustrated
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2.3.3 The New South African Group Test

The New South African Group Test (NSAGT) was compiled
in order to measure certain aspects of developmental intelli=
gence, i.e. inherited intellectual potential which has develop=
ed under environmental influences up to the day of testing. The
aim is that it should be used as an objective aid in the classi=
fication, sifting, and guidance of pupils. The test gives an
indication of pupils' verbal, non-verbal and total IQ.

2.3.4 The Jr. Sr. High School Personality Questionnaire

The High School Personality Questionnaire (HSPQ) con=
sists of 142 questions and measures 14 separate personality di=
mensions or traits which, according to the findings of psycho=
logists, embraces practically the entire personality. Each
dimension or field is described in terms of two poles or ex=
tremes as indicated in Table 2.3. The left-hand description
points to a score on the lowest point and the right-hand des=
cription to the highest point of the stanine scale, according
to which the raw scores are converted into norm scores.

It should be kept in mind that high scores are not
necessarily always "good" and low scores "bad".

The descriptions of the different fields are described
in Table 2.3.

2.3.5 The Adjustment Questionnaire

The Adjustment Questionnaire was compiled with a three-
fold aim in view, viz

(i) to be used as a screening test in order to single
out pupils with problems of adjustment;

(ii) to serve as a means to a controlled interview with
groups or individuals. The scores in the various fields of
adjustment or reactions to specific questions can serve as a
point of contact for further investigation, and

(iii) to serve as an objective instrument for compari=
sons between groups or individuals.

The guestionnaire consists of 160 questions which cover
two fields of adjustment, to wit, personal and social adjust=
ment. The guestions are divided into 10 groups in such a way
that the questions in each group correlate highly with each
other in order to obtain separate measurements in the major
fields of adjustment. The 10 fields of adjustment measured by
the questionnaire are the following:

iy



Field 1 : Self-confidence
Field 2 : Sense of personal worth
Field 3 : Sense of personal freedom
Field 4 : Recognition
Field 5 : Social relationships
Field 6 : Nervous symptoms
Field 7 : Moral attitudes
Field 8 : Family relationships
Field 9 : School relationships
Field 10 : Emotionality
X-score : Seriousness with which the guestionnaire
was answered.
2.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCES

In the course of research samples representing the po=
pulation are normally used. The findings applicable to the
sample are then generalized to fit the population. In these
cases inductive statistics are used to determine the extent to
which the findings apparent from the samples are applicable to
the population and the risk involved in such a generalization.

In the case of Talent Survey, the population of Stan=
dard 6 pupils was tested so that the test groups, consisting of
pupils from disrupted families, represent all such pupils and
are in fact two sub-populations. This amounts, in practice, to
a comparison of two or more populations. In such a case induc=
tive statistics are no longer valid, but descriptive statistics
are. Any difference is real and true since it is descriptive
of the population itself. Calculation of the significance of
differences is not necessary since any difference is a real one
that does not rest on probability. The only problem is thus
how large the difference must be before it can be regarded as
being of practical significance. For the purposes of this in=
vestigation, differences of approximately 5 per cent are re=
garded as large enough to be of practical significance. How=
ever, in cases in which comparisons take place on the strength
of mean scores, the premise is adopted that any difference is
significant.

Whether or not differences are of any practical signi=
ficance, depends on the actual situation. In some cases, a
relatively small difference can be of considerable significance
and in other cases even relatively large differences can be of
little practical significance. It is not the intention of this
investigation to interpret the relative importance of the dif=
ferences obtained in all possible practical situations, but
rather to give a provisional or tentative interpretation there=
of.
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It should be borne in mind that the test groups are
included in the population for purposes of comparison. This
implies that any difference found would have been larger if
the test groups had not formed part of the population.

-9-



CHAPTER 3
BACKGROUND AND RELATED ASPECTS

3.1 INTRODUCTION

The information contained in this .chapter was obtained
from the responses of pupils to the questions in the
Biographical Questionnaire, described in Paragraph 2.3.1.

The test groups are compared with the population of
Standard 6 pupils in respect of various aspects pertaining to
their general background, which includes particulars about their
parents, domestic and school circumstances, health, hobbies,
etc. The purpose of such a comparison is to determine whether
and to what extent pupils from disrupted families differ from
the general school-going population. The intention is rather
to describe the test groups than to find and explain relation=
ships.

As a result of the abundance of information included in
the guestionnaire, data will be classified under the following
headings for the sake of convenience:

(ag Biographical details

(b) Parents and domestic circumstances
(c) school background

(d) Uuse of leisure

(eg Attitudes

(f

Health.
3.2 BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS
3.2.1 Sex

The distribution of the test groups and the population,
according to sex, appears in Table 3.1.

TABLE 3.1
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS ACCORDING TO SEX

Parents deceased [Parents divorced Population
Sex
N % N % N %
Male 3127 51,0 3324 52,0 35645 51,1
Female 3000 49,0 3069 48,0 34092 48,9
TOTAL 6127% 100,0 6393% 100,0 69737+ 100,0

#The figures in the "TOTAL" column may var{ from table to table
owing to the fact that data were not available for all pupils
in respect of every variable.
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According to Table 3.1 the relation of males to fe=
males in respect of both the test groups is approximately the
same as that of the population.

3.2.2 Age

The mean age of the test groups and the population is
indicated in Table 3.2.

TABLE 3.2
MEAN AGE DURING TALENT SURVEY IN 1965

Parents deceased Parents divorced Population

Mean age Standard | Mean age Standard | Mean age Standard
deviation deviation deviation

13,66 0,94 13,59 0,93 13,47 0,87

According to Table 3.2 both the test groups were older
than the population in Standard 6. The group whose parents are
deceased was 13 years 7,9 months of age with a standard devia=
tion of 11,3 months, followed by the divorced parents group,
whose mean age was 13 years 7,1 month with a standard deviation
of 11,2 months. The population was the youngest in Standard 6
with a mean age of 13 years 5,6 months and a standard deviation
of 10,4 months.

3.2.3 Home language
Data in connection with home language appear in Table
3.3.

The following deductions can be made from Table 3.3 :

(a) In comparison with the 30,7 per cent of the popu=
lation who are English-speaking, 5,4 per cent more children
from divorced parents are English-speaking, whereas 5,1 per
cent less from homes where parents are deceased, are English-
speaking.

(b) The opposite is true in respect of Afrikaans—
speaking children: whereas 5,3 per cent more than the population
distribution of Afrikaans-speaking children come from homes
disrupted by death, a smaller percentage viz 9,1 per cent less
come from homes where parents are divorced.

(c) In respect of pupils who are both English and
Afrikaans-speaking, there are 1,1 per cent and 4,7 per cent
respectively more whose parents are deceased and divorced than
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would be expected from the population distribution.

(d) Only slight and insignificant differences are
found between pupils speaking other than the two official
languages.

TABLE 3.3
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS ACCORDING TO HOME LANGUAGE
Parents Parents P 1ati
deceased divorced opuiation
Home language

N % N % N %
English 1571 25,6 | 2304 36,1(21430 30,7
Afrikaans 3952 64,5 |3203 50,1([41300 59,2
English and Afrikaans a81 7,8 { 727 11,4) 4696 6,7
German 41 0,7 67 1,1 726 1,0
Dutch 23 0,4 21 0,3 448 0,7
Greek 13 0,2 15 0,2] 247 0,4
Italian 13 0,2 15 0,2 261 0,4
Portuguese 16 0,3 26 0,4 352 0,5
Other languages 17 0,3 %5 0,2} 288 0,4
TOTAL 6127 100,0 | 6393 100,0}69748 100,0

The general conclusion can be made that there appears
to be a higher incidence of divorce among parents of English-
speaking pupils, in contrast to Afrikaans-speaking pupils, in
which case divorce of the parents is less prevalent, but deaths
occur more freguently.

Cronjé's (1959) explanation for the higher divorce rate
among English than Afrikaans-speaking people is that English-
speaking people are mainly city dwellers who are more exposed
to the disintegrating influences of the city.

3.3 PARENTS AND DOMESTIC CIRCUMSTANCES

3.3.1 Father's[Guardian's occupation

The occupations pursued by the pupils' fathers/
guardians are indicated in Table 3.4. The occupations are
classified into 11 occupational groups.
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TABLE 3.4
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS ACCORDING TO FATHER'S/GUARDIAN'S OCCUPA=

TION

Parents Parents .
0 . deceased divorced Population
ccupational group

N % N % N %
Professional and semi-
professional 5723 9,3 | 768 12, 8169 11,7
Administrative 492 8,0 | 771 12,1 9957 14,2
Clerical 810 13,2 | 888 13,9| 6896 9,9
Sales personnel 259 4,2 | 431 6,7| 3375