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Overview: Photovoice Project 
“Violence and Wellbeing in the 
Context of the Student Movement”

• Qualitative research and 
emancipatory action 
research

• Understanding the concept 
and methodology of 
Photovoice research

• Overview of the project
• Findings of the project 

(Exhibition V&W project)
• Photovoice uses: Summary



Photovoice concept
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Photovoice and qualitative research 

• Mentimeter 1: What is “Photovoice”? 



Some types and methods qualitative research 

Types of qualitative 
research

• Ethnographic and 
narrative research

• Historical research

• Critical research 
(Marxist/post-Marxist, 
feminist, decolonial 
theory, queer theory)

• Participatory action 
research

• Case studies

• Grounded theory

• …

• …

Methods of qualitative 
research

• Individual interviews 
(unstructured, semi-
structured, in-depth, 
online/offline)

• Collective interviews 
(focus groups, world café, 
online/offline)

• Observations

• Documentary research 
(desktop, archival, etc.)

• Auto-ethnographic 
research (journal, diary)

• Visual research 

• …

• …

Key characteristics

• Researcher →
participant dynamic 

• Researcher as key 
research instrument
→ Researcher context & 
positionality

• Meaning of participants

• In-depth, multi-method
→ Participant context & 
authenticity

• Ethics and 
trustworthiness

• Multiple sources of data

• Critical, theoretical 
perspectives

• Uses of research
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What is Photovoice? 

“Photovoice is a community-based participatory research approach 
by which taking and discussing photos supports a process through which people 

identify and reflect on particular issues relevant to their well-being (Wang & 
Burris, 1997). In certain instances, it also supports participants in changing their 

circumstances, with further reflection on the effects of such efforts to initiate 
change.” (Musoke et al, 2016: 683)

Key characteristics of photovoice research:
• Community-based, participatory
• Taking and discussing photos
• Process through which people identify and reflect on particular issues
• Relevant to well-being, circumstances
• Seeks to initiate change

David Musoke, Rawlance Ndejjo, Elizabeth Ekirapa-Kiracho and Asha S. George (2016). Supporting youth and community capacity 
through photovoice: Reflections on participatory research on maternal health in Wakiso district, Uganda. Global Public Health, 11(5–6): 
683–698. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2016.1168864



Photovoice

Co-production of knowledge and action 
(participation for most of project cycle)

Participants are involved in concept, data 
collection, dissemination and advocacy

Mixed media: Photographs (and short 
videos), caption titles, caption stories

Anonymity is difficulty; personal 
investment can produce authenticity

7

What is different about Photovoice? 

Many other qualitative methods

Short involvement of participants (only 
data collection and verification)

No involvement pre- and post- data 
collection

Typically spoken/written word only 
(audio, transcripts)

Anonymity can produce authenticity



Photovoice method
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Photovoice 
process 

1
2 3
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The Photovoice project “Violence and 
Wellbeing” and the AFTERMATH exhibition
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Overview of the example project “AFTERMATH” 

Problem
Violence is a frequent occurrence during student protests in South Africa, whether 

perpetrated by students or by security personnel and police. The impact that the 

experience of violence has on student wellbeing is an understudied aspect in higher 

education research. 

Using our adaptation of the photovoice methodology, coined ‘rapid photovoice’, a research 

team from the HSRC, University of Venda, and University of Pretoria, has been working with 

35 students from five universities in South Africa to create a photo exhibition that illustrates 

their experiences of violence and wellbeing in relation to the student movement.
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The goals of the project (and exhibition) are to:

✓ understand and expose the unacceptable, high levels of violence 
on university campuses during student protests

✓ the impact of violence on student wellbeing

✓ create awareness in the public, government and among higher 
education policy makers and university leaders 

✓ advocate that student grievances are taken seriously without 
the need for protesting. 

✓ Advocate for banning riot police and riot security services from 
university campuses. 

✓ de-stigmatise student mental health issues at universities

✓ expand student counselling and mental health services.



13

Methodology

• Rapid photovoice (published in International Journal of Qualitative Methods) 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/16094069211004124

• Institution-specific, 3-4 days of photovoice workshops, face-to-face (4), zoom (1)
• 5 universities with 5-10 student participants each: UWC, UFS, Univen, UFH, DUT
• Diverse research team (in terms of demographics, disciplines, institutions)
• 35 student participants: criteria for participation were experience of violence as part of 

student protests on their campus - whether as observers, victims or perpetrators.
• Issues: research ethics, trustworthiness, emancipatory and advocacy goals

Awareness, advocacy and dissemination 
• During RPV workshops: 5 campus-specific exhibitions & world café sessions 
• Online national exhibition (SAHO) & travelling exhibition (SU, & planned)
• Advocacy meetings: USAf (HELM), SU SAS & planned; seminars
• Publications: Student affairs manual; scholarly photo book; articles & chapters

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/16094069211004124


14



15

UFS 
Photos: 
Trauma, 
Oppressive 
Spaces, Escape

Well-
being

Trauma, 
Patriarchy, Fear, 

Escape, 
Oppressive 

spaces, Safe 
spaces, 

Unity

Protest & 
Violence

Virtual walkabout: 
Exhibition themes
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Protest and Violence
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Protest and Violence



19

Protest and Violence
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UFS EXHIBITON: TRAUMA,

OPPRESSIVE SPACES, ESCAPE
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Trauma
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Trauma
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Escape
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Wellbeing
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Wellbeing
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Wellbeing



Re a leboga! Siyabonga! Enkosi! 
Thank you! Dankie!  
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Please look out for:

- The Student Affairs Manual “Restoring Wellbeing after Protests”
- The Photobook “In the Aftermath of #FeesMustFall”
- The travelling exhibition “Aftermath”
- The online exhibition at South Africa history online: 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/exibition/aftermath
- Articles and presentations (see below).

https://www.sahistory.org.za/exibition/aftermath


Photovoice Team
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Presenters: 
Thierry M. Luescher (HSRC) & Keamogetse Morwe (Univen)

Research team members:
Prof Thierry M. Luescher, principal investigator - HSRC and University of the Free State
Dr Keamogetse G. Morwe, co-principal investigator - University of Venda
Dr Angelina Wilson Fadiji, project manager - Formerly HSRC; Currently senior lecturer, University of Pretoria
Ms Kulani Mlambo, NRF master’s scholar - University of Venda
Ms Tshireletso S. Letsoalo, NRF master’s scholar - University of Pretoria
Mr Antonio Erasmus, graphic designer and photographer – HSRC

Student leaders and activists who participated in this project:
University of the Western Cape: Azania Simthandile Tyhali, Sphelele Khumalo, Ncedisa Bemnyama, Asandiswa Bomvana, Siyasanga 
Ndwayi.
University of Venda: Bob Sandile Masango, Abednego Sam Mandhlazi, Mabore Machete, Blessing Mavhuru, Frans Sello Mokwele, 
Conry H. Chabalala, Tshepo Raseala, Anyway Mikioni, Mulaedza Mashapha, Dimakatso Ngobeni
University of the Free State: Tshepang Mahlatsi, Tshiamo Malatji, Thabo Twala, Sonwabile Dwaba, Anonymous, Kamohelo Maphike, 
Bokang Fako, Xola Zatu
University of Fort Hare: Madoda Ludidi, Yolokazi Mfuto, Anonymous, Siphelele Mancobeni, Wandisile Sixoto, Akhona Manyenyeza
Durban University of Technology: Khulekani Ngcobo, Robert Thema, Lesley Ngazire, Siphephelo (Shange) Mthembu, Nomfundo Zakwe, 
Thalente Hadebe.

Exhibition curators / chaperone: Carl Collison, Aldo Brincat
This project is partially funded by the National Research Foundation (NRF) and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.  



Further reading (introduction reading): 


