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Agriculture is central fo economic growth, poverty reduction, and food security.
Agricultural research and experimental development (R&D) received more attention
from'investors in recent years. The public sector invested the most in research in
the agricultural sciences, predominantly in the science councils. Most of the
R&D performed was in-crop and pasture production. The overall decline in
agricultural R&D in 2020/21, as with all R&D, may be attributed to the
COVID-19 pandemic. This decline was most noticeable in the business
sector as a result of national restrictions on economic activity.
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R&D in agriculture was performed mostly by the business and science council sectors over the last five B

e
years. However, the large decrease in business secfor spending on R&D may be as a result of the ‘Jll
global COVID-19 pandemic and the resuling impact on businesses. |
Agricultural R&D expenditure by sector, 2016/17 to 2020/21 .
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Over a five-year period, the share of R&D expenditure on crop and pasture production declined, yet
it still accounted for approximately 20% of all agricultural R&D expenditure in 2020/21. A growing
percentage of R&D spending was in food and nutrition development, peaking in 2019,/20.

Share of agricultural R&D by main research fields, 2016/17 to 2020/21
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Agricultural research fields
o Agricultural biotechnology [l Animal production [l Crop and pasture production (including rice)

M Food and nutrition development [l Horticulture (including plantation and fruit crops)
'1' Soil and water sciences
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Govemment departments, higher education Public versus other expenditure,

institutions and science councils spent the most 2020/21
on agricultural R&D in the last five years, to
Alhmm : 2 500
the tune of R1.931 billion in nominal terms. By 1 03]
contrast, business and the notfor-profit sectors __ 2000
c
i ) 3
spent R723 million over the same period. % 1500
F & = 1000 723
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/\ Public includes state research institutes, national 500 -

depariments, provincial departments, museums,
E municipalities, higher education institutions and Y

\ science councils. Other Public

In the past five years, most spending on agricultural R&D

occurred in Gauteng, followed by KwaZulu-Natal and the
Western Cape with similar levels of expenditure.

Agricultural R&D expenditure by province,
2016/17 to 2020/21 (R million)
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CONTACT US

Dr Glenda Kruss Dr Nazeem Mustapha Dr Mario Clayford
(Executive Head) (R&D Survey and Analysis Lead) (R&D, Survey Lead)
021 466 8086 021 466 7887 021 466 7829

gkruss@hsrc.ac.za nmustapha@hsrc.ac.za mclayford@hsrc.ac.za
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