SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL SURVEY OF
RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT

KEY SECTOR RESULTS AND TRENDS

South African science councils are created by-cn Act of Parliament, granted a specific
' research mandate and form an integral part of the national system of innovation. R&D

performed by science councils in areas such as the social sciences, health, ogricultur'e"
mining, industrial development and health innovation, inform critical policy decisions
by government. True fo their mandate, science councils. allocated most of their R&D

expenditure in 2020/21 to research areas closely mirroring national priorities,
such as economic development, health, and education. :
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R&D expenditure in science councils increased from 2011 /12 to 2017/18,
declined in 2018/19 due to budgetary constraints, and has basically stagnated since.

Science council expenditure on R&D (2011/12 to 2020/21)
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Breakdown of science council Expenditure by type of research (2011/12 to 2020,/21)
R&D spending in 2020,/21:
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Nearly all R&D expenditure in  the science councils was on
nafural sciences, technology and engineering
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science councils
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BEHIND THE NUMBERS

The annual South African National Survey of Research and Experimental Development (R&D
Survey) is conducted by the Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators (CeSTII)
at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), on behalf of the Department of Science and
Innovation (DSI). R&D statistics are collected in terms of the Statistics Act No. 6 of 1999, and -
are quality assured by Statistics South Africa. Data collected through the Survey, and its historic
data series, helps to inform decision-makers on investment planning, policy-making, advocacy,
and research in South Africa. Data also adds to benchmarking and performance comparisons

with our infernational ‘counterparts.

Access previous survey reports: -
https://hsrc.ac.za/divisions/centre-for-science-technology-and-innovation-indicators/

Data’and analysis for this publication was prepared by
Luthando Zondi and Mario Clayford.

CONTACT US

Dr Glenda Kruss Dr Nazeem Mustapha Dr Mario Clayford .
(Executive Head) (R&D Survey ‘and Analysis Lead) (R&D Survey lead) -
021 466 8086 021 466,7887 021.466 7829

gkruss@hsrc.ac.za nmustapha@hsrc.ac.za mclayford@hsrc.ac.zd .

CONNECT WITH US

X . ENGAGE WITH US ON X @HSRC_CeSTIl 3 rouow us ON LNKEDIN

SEE US ON INSTAGRAM K1 rnD us oNFAcEBOOK
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