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CHANGING PATTERNS OF NOT-FOR-PROFIT
SECTOR R&D IN SA, 2021/22
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NPO spending on biotechnology
R&D grew substantially in 2021/22,
reaching its highest contribution

in ten years. NPOs in the Western
Cape have played an increasingly
prominent role in R&D (since
2018/19) while that of NPOs

in KwaZulu-Natal has continued
to decline. NPOs have always
employed a larger percentage

of female researchers compared
to the other sectors. However,

the proportion of total NPO R&D
personnel who are researchers
continued to decline in 2021/22.
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Over the last decade, expenditure on biotechnology R&D by NPOs increased by almost
20 percentage points.
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Between 2012/13 and 2017/18, most NPO R&D spending occurred in Gauteng, followed by
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) and the Western Cape. This changed in 2018/19 and 2019/20, when KZN’s
share of NPO R&D expenditure decreased while the Western Cape’s grew. By 2021/22, NPO
R&D spending was comparable in Gauteng (29.3%) and the Western Cape (27%).
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The proportion of South African coloured, Indian and African female researchers with a doctorate
degree or equivalent in the NPO sector increased from 47.9% in 2017/18 to 51.6% in 2021/22.
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However, the researcher category as a proportion of total NPO R&D personnel shrank drastically,
from 43% in 2012/13 to 20% in 2019/2020, recovering slightly to 24% in 2021/22.

Percentage

2012/13 | 2013/14 | 2014/15 | 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22

Bl Researchers Technicians directly supporting R&D Other personnel directly supporting R&D




BEHIND THE NUMBERS

The annual South African National Survey of Research and Experimental Development (R&D
Survey) is conducted by the Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators (CeSTII)
at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), on behalf of the Department of Science and
Innovation (DSI). R&D statistics are collected in terms of the Statistics Act No. 6 of 1999, and
are quality assured by Statistics South Africa. Data collected through the survey, and its historic
data series, helps to inform decision-makers on investment planning, policymaking, advocacy,
and research in South Africa. Data also contributes to benchmarking and performance
comparisons with international counterparts.

Access previous survey reports:
https://hsrc.ac.za/divisions/centre-for-science-technology-and-innovation-indicators/

Data and analysis for this publication were prepared by
Ms Natasha Saunders with assistance provided by Ms Litha Phika.
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