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In South Africa, government is crucial fo research and experimental development
both as a performer and more significantly as a financer. This fact sheet shows the
maijority (50.2%) of government R&D expenditure in 2022/23 was directed toward
economic development. Government provides the majority of financing for its own
R&D activities in South Africa (just under 95% in 2022/23).
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Real R&D expenditure in government was R1.880 billion in 2022/23.
Govemnment expenditure on R&D in constant 2015 prices, 2013/14 to 2022/23
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Socio-economic objectives refer to the direction of R&D and the target areas of the economy or
society that benefits from such undertakings. The majority (50.2%) of government R&D in 2022/23
went towards economic development, which increased by 20 percentage points in the ten years
since 2013/14. Over this same period, R&D activity aimed at society (health, education, social
and community services) decreased to 29.9% by 2022/23.

R&D expenditure in government by socio-economic objectives, 2013/14 to 2022/23
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The Gauteng province has dominated government R&D activity in South Africa over the past ten
years. Yet over this same period, R&D activity in the Western Cape increased by 4.2 percentage
points while R&D in Gauteng decreased by 7.1 percentage points. R&D in government departments
in the other provinces was relatively small with little to no fluctuations over the past 10 years.

Provincial distribution of government R&D, 2013 /14 and 2022,/23
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Trend data shows that the majority of government R&D funding is provided by government itself:
between 85.4% and 94.6% (between 2018/19 and 2022/23). Negligible funding for government
R&D is received from all other sources.

Government sources of R&D funds, 2018 /19 to 2022 /23
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BEHIND THE NUMBERS

The annual South African National Survey of Research and Experimental
Development (R&D Survey) is conducted by the Centre for Science, Technology
and Innovation Indicators (CeSTIl) at the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC),
on behalf of the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI). R&D
statistics are collected in terms of the Statistics Act no. 6 of 1999, and are quality
assured by Statistics South Africa. Data collected through the survey, and its historic
data series, helps to inform decision-makers on investment planning, policymaking,
advocacy, and research in South Africa. Data also adds to benchmarking and
performance comparisons with international counterparts.

Access previous survey reports:
https://hsrc.ac.za/divisions/centre-for-sciencetechnology-and-innovation-indicators/

This fact sheet was produced by CeSTll in April 2025.
Design and layout: Tracey Watson

CONTACT US

Dr Glenda Kruss Dr Nazeem Mustapha Dr Mario Clayford
(Executive Head) (R&D Survey and Analysis Lead) (Research Specialist)
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