
SOUTHERN YOUTH  
 

Taking stock, 
navigating forward 
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“Nobody is going to live forever” 

Hawara Checkpoint, West Bank, 24 March 2004 (BBC/CNN), Hussam Abdo, age 15 



“State in denial of despair of jobless as it threatens 

employers” 

 

Villiersdorp, Western Cape, 21 January 2013 



“Human trafficking in Mexico targets women and children” 

Mexico, 13 January 2010 (CNN) 



“The Economist: 

Generation jobless” 

The World, 27 April 2013 



“Job crisis: 10 000 queue for 30 spots” 

Durban, KwaZulu Natal, 14 September 2012 (IOL) 



“Sizwe Nzima: Cape entrepreneur makes Forbes’ list” 

Khayelitsha, Cape Town, 30 May 2013 (IOL) 



“I don't mind if I have 

to sit on the floor at 

school. All I want is 

education. And I'm 

afraid of no one."  

 

Malala Yousafzai, 

Social Activist, Age 15 

 

Nominee, 2013 Nobel 

Peace Prize 

Pakistan, January 2013 (Time) 





SOUTHERN YOUTH IN GLOBAL 
CONTEXT 

Who is Southern? 



Who are “Southern Youth”? 

1. Those who live South of the Equator – clearly not 
 

2. Those whose live in Nations not in membership of the G8 
(US, UK, France, Germany, Italy, Canada, Japan and Russia) 
– the wealthiest Nations on the earth – perhaps 
 

3. Those who according to the IMF, do not live in the 35 
most developed countries of the word - maybe 
 

4. Young people, whatever their geographical location,  
characterised by adversity? 
 

5. Those who are not part of the top quartile (or top half?) of 
the Human Development Index? – More promising 
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IMF Developed Nations 2008 



1.  Australia 
2.  Austria 
3.  Belgium 
4.  Canada 
5.  Cyprus 
6.  Czech Republic 
7.  Denmark 
8.  Estonia 
9.  Finland 
10.  France 
11.  Germany 
12.  Greece 
13.  Hong Kong 
14.  Iceland 
15.  Ireland 
16.  Israel 

17. Italy 
18.  Japan 
19. Luxembourg 
20.  Malta 
21.  Netherlands 
22.  New Zealand 
23.  Norway 
24.  Portugal 
25.  San Marino 
26.  Singapore 
27.  Slovakia 
28.  Slovenia 
29.  South Korea 
30.  Spain 
31.  Sweden 
32.  Switzerland 

33. Taiwan 
34.  United Kingdom 
35. United States 
  
 



Human Development Index 2013 



1.  Australia 
2.  Austria 
3.  Belgium 
4.  Canada 
5.  Cyprus 
6.  Czech Republic 
7.  Denmark 
8.  Estonia 
9.  Finland 
10.  France 
11.  Germany 
12.  Greece 
13.  Hong Kong 
14.  Iceland 
15.  Ireland 
16.  Israel 
17. Italy 

18.  Japan 
19. Luxembourg 
20.  Malta 
21.  Netherlands 
22.  New Zealand 
23.  Norway 
24.  Portugal 
25.  San Marino 
26.  Singapore 
27.  Slovakia 
28.  Slovenia 
29.  South Korea 
30.  Spain 
31.  Sweden 
32.  Switzerland 
33. Taiwan 
34.  United Kingdom 

35. United States 
36.Andorra  
37.Argentina  
38.Barbados  
39.Brunei  
40.Chile  
41.Croatia 
42.Hungary  
43.Latvia  
44.Liechtenstein  
45.Lithuania  
46.Poland  
47.Qatar  
48.Seychelles  
49.United Arab 

Emirates   
 



Human Development Index 

1. HDI measures life expectancy at birth, education levels 
and gross national income 

2. “A long and healthy life, knowledge and a decent standard 
of living”.  

3. Countries categorised into 4 – with 47 of the 186 
countries in each. 

4. Categories: very high, high, medium and low human 
development 

5. The following are excluded: North Korea, Marshall 
Islands, Monaco, Nauru, San Marino, Somalia, South Sudan 
and Tuvalu. 

 

 



Amartya Sen 
Indian Nobel Laureate , 1998 

Harvard Professor of Economics 
- 

"Human development… is concerned with advancing the 
richness of human life, rather than the richness of the 
economy in which human beings live, which is only a 

part of it.“ 

------------------------ 

“The human development approach is a major advance 
in the difficult exercise of understanding the successes 

and deprivations of human lives, and in appreciating the 
importance of reflection and dialogue, and through that 

advancing fairness and justice in the world.” (HDR, 
2013, ‘The rise of the South’ 



Features of the HDI 

1. Comparisons are by state 

2. On this basis the world is becoming less unequal. 

3. National averages hide large internal variations 

4. US (0.94): but 0.75 for Latin Americans, 0.70 for African-
Americans and 0.47 for African-Americans in Louisiana 
in 2012 

5. China (0.69): Shanghai (0.91) but Tibet (0.63) in 2006 

6. Brazil (0.73): São Paulo (0.92) but Manari (0.47) in 2000 

7. HDI is better than only an income or wealth measure 
that masks quality of life 

8. More recently added Gender equity and inequality 
measures to the Report but not the Index 

 



How do we define adversity? 

1. We do need better measures of adversity 

2. Very difficult to measure OR to agree upon 

3. The two hand-outs take a range of AVAILABLE 
indicators as a basis for comparison 

4. Mainly from International agencies such as UN, UNDP, 
UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, HDR, and locally from 
STATSSA and the status of youth reports compiled by 
the HSRC and the NYDA, and other local sources 

5. Nowhere near to defining adversity from these 
indicators 

6. Merely illustrative 



DIFFERENCES AND 
SIMILARITIES 

Southern Youth and Global North Peers 



Globally, how same/different? 

1. Education: enrolment at primary level similar; over age 
enrolment, attendance, completion less in Global South; 
GN spends double as a % of GDP per capita; Asian and GN 
countries dominate maths scores (TIMMS);  GN countries 
and Russia dominate reading scores (PIRLS) 

2. Literacy:  comparable, but lower for young women in 
some Global South countries. 

3. HIV: Not North-South, but sub-Saharan Africa v. rest 

4. Life expectancy: lowest in India, South Africa and Kenya 

5. Tobacco use: uniformly high among 13-15 year olds  (25-
33%; China low (7% for males, 4% for females); higher 
amongst males than females 

6. Suicide: higher in Global north countries 

 



Globally, how same/different? (cont.) 

7. Crime and violence: Homicide highest in GS, but 
comparable bet S and N e.g. US and Russia, UK and India  

8. Employment: Highest in Africa, lowest in Asia 

9. Demographics: Global South 2x as many 10-19 in pop. 

10.Poverty: Global North all above 0.8 on HDI; food secure 

11.Equality:  Global North countries more equal, some 
exceptions, e.g. Gini for  USA, China, Russia, Thailand similar. 

12.Civic participation: No data for activism and voting; 
internet and mobile phones, GN youth 2x more access 

13.Family: More female adolescents in Global South married; 
more have children by 18 in South 

14.Sociocultural lives: Happiness and life satisfaction lower in 
Global South (except for Columbia and Brazil) 

 

 

 



In South Africa? 

1. Poverty: Black youth 2x coloured, 4x Indian youth, 8x 
white youth.  

2. Education: Black youth finish primary and high school 2 
years later than white peers; 35% of black youth with 12 
years of schooling vs. 80% of white youth.   

3. Tertiary: White/Indian youth 4x enrolment of 
black/coloured  

4. Unemployment: Black youth (15-24) 4x white/Indian 
rate, 3x coloured; 8x white rate (25 to 34) (unemployment 
levels ½ in this age group) 

5. Sex: Black and coloured slightly earlier 

 

 



In South Africa? (cont.) 

6. Pregnancy: More black female youth aged 18-24 (26%) 
and coloured young women (15%) than white (4%) and 
Indian (3%).  

7. HIV: 10x higher amongst black Africans compared to rest 

8. Violence and crime: White youth 6x more likely to be 
hijacked as black youth; sexual assault and assault similar; 
white youth more likely to be burgled, but figures similar 

9. Death: Black youth 4x more likely to die between 14 and 
34 

10.Future optimism: Black youth 2x than whites, 1½x than 
coloured and Indians 

 



Three books that offer more 
qualitative analyses 

1. Amit-talai, V., & Wulff, H. (1995). Youth cultures : 
a cross cultural perspective. New York: Routledge. 
 

2. Bradford Brown, B., Larson, R.W. and Saraswathi, 
T.S. (2002). The World’s Youth: Adolescence in 
eight regions. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 
University Press.  
 

3. Swartz, S & Arnot, M. (2013) Youth citizenship and 
the politics of belonging. New York: Routledge. 

 

 



Youth citizenship and the politics of 
belonging (Swartz and Arnot, 2013) 

Asks who is a citizen, who belongs? How is this different for 
young people in varying contexts? 
 

1. South Africa – ikasi style and dreams gone awry 

2. Ghana – the lives of girl living on the streets 

3. Palestine/Lebanon – youth living in refugee camps 

4. Northern Ireland: Youth ‘othering’ from a divided context 

5. Mozambique – German socialist schooling experiment 

6. Jordan – young men mocking citizenship rites 

7. Australia: policy marginalise vulnerable inner city youth 

8. Kenya: Gendered rights discourses 

 

 



Youth cultures : a cross cultural 
perspective (Amit-talai and Wulff,  1995).  
 

Not only resistance and deviance but youth as cultural and 
active agents, across the globe, over time, age and generation. 
 

1. London: interracial friendships and teenage femininity  

2. Algeria: love, relationships and music 

3. Netherlands: young men of Surinamese origin in 
Amsterdam 

4. Canada: dislocation and friendship in Quebec 

5. Nepal: media and job opportunities in Kathmandu 

6. Solomon Islands: workless in Honaira 

 

 



The World’s Youth: Adolescence in eight 
regions (Bradford Brown, Larson and 

Saraswathi, 2002).  

Describes the kaleidoscope of youth by region as a “varied and 
colorful set of moving pictures” (p. 2).  

1. Sub-Saharan Africa, India, China and Japan, Southeast 
Asia, Arab nations, Russia, Latin America and West 

2. Focus on complexity, inter-related and convoluted 
contexts –not on mobile, transnational experiences 

3. The importance of a relational Afrocentric perspective 

4. The primacy of family and Islam for Arab adolescents  

5. Politically sensitiveness of caste in India 

6. In China and Japan, no terms for ‘adolescent’ and 
‘teenager’  

 



THEORISING SUCCESS AND 
ADVERSITY 

Two progressive approaches 





What is adversity and 
success for youth? 

It is clear from both the global figures and the South African 
data that while simple binaries are inadequate youth in the 
global South, and marginalised youth within Global North 
states contend in different ways with poverty, educational 
quality, unemployment, food security, violence, migration, 
disability, sexual and reproductive health, lack of social 
solidarity, extended school to work transitions, and home 
to independent living trajectories. Their social relations are 
also dissimilarly influenced by demands of traditional 
culture, family and religious and values, inequalities, 
diversity, access to technology, and the influence of the 
environment. But what is success for Southern Youth? 



Two theoretical approaches 

Socio-Cultural approach Dynamic Systems approach 

1. Birmingham Centre for Cont.  
Cultural Studies 

2. Critical youth studies – focus on 
detailed contexts 

3. Sociology and critical cultural 
studies 

4. Youth opposition, resistance, 
identity, agency, access to capitals, 
recognition of power 

5. Analysis of institutions that 
perpetuate racial oppression, 
gender inequality, social divisions, 
spatial segregation, cultural 
hegemony 

6. People: Hebdige, Cohen, Dolby, 
Fine, Weiss, Dimitriadis, 
Dillabough, Nespor 

 

1. Positive Youth Development, asset-
based, ecological model, context 
sensitive 

2. Psychology 
3. Risks, protection, delinquency, 

prosocial/antisocial pathways, 
commitments and attachments 

4. Mutual accommodation and 
bidirectional engagement between 
person/environment 

5. Focus on assets, relationships and 
belonging, values, skills, 
competence, confidence, character, 
connection, and caring 

6. People: Bronfenbrenner, Lerner, 
Pittman, Eccles, Benton, Catalano 
and Hawkins 



SUCCESS DEFINED AS… 

Socio-Cultural approach Dynamic Systems approach 

1. Youth voices and perspectives 
2. Youth participation 

3. Differential contextual influences 

1. Degrees of youth agency  
2. Access to power 
3. Positive sense of self and identity. 
4. Recognition of structural, material 

and symbolic societal forces 
(including economic systems, racism 
and patriarchy) 

5. Access to material resources  
6. Meaning making  
7. Overcoming social divisions, related 

to class, race and gender, 
8. Tools to navigate globalisation and  

overcome spatial segregation 

1. Limit multiple risk factors 
2. Harness protective factors 
3. Contextually aware 
4. Access to prosocial people and 

relationships 
5. Engagement in prosocial activities 
6. Availability of positive  

environments 
7. Access to quality resources, often 

external 
  

 



What are the weaknesses for 
Southern Youth in both approaches? 

 

1. A focus on individual rather than collective agency 

2. Over abundance of analysis and too little empirical 
data at all – but also from the South (SCA) 

3. Untested assets in adverse contexts (DSA) 

4. No theorised Southern contexts 

5. No Southern theorists 

 

What might help? 

 



NAVIGATIONAL CAPACITIES 

An approach for Southern youth 



What might help Southern Youth? 

1. Assets and Analysis 

2. Agency and Intervention 

3. Bourdieu’s postcolonial analysis of class, capitals and the 
reproductive nature of adversity 

4. Amartya Sen’s understanding of human flourishing as the 
freedom to choose, individually and collectively, the life 
you value, and to develop human functionings or 
capabilties in order to do so. 

5. Arjun Appadurai’s notion of developing capacities to 
aspire (and more). 

6. An emancipatory approach, based in collective rights in 
practice, not just in theory 

 



Navigational 
capacities – 

a new 
metaphor 

about 
different 

vehicles for 
different 

youth 
terrains and 

contexts 



Introducing navigational capacities 

1. In a context there may be well developed infrastructure 
and pathways 

2. But not all youth are able to access these 

3. There may be the rough tracks alongside highways, or 
potholed roads alongside autobahns 

4. Different terrain requires different vehicles 

5. Navigational capacities recognises both the differing 
terrain, and the need for different vehicles in which to 
navigate these terrains 

6. Navigational capacities are vehicles for negotiating varied 
adverse terrains 

 

 



Navigational capacities for youth 
development in contexts of 

adversity 

1. Focusing on the transition from adversity to success 

2. From dependence to productivity  

3. ‘The analysis, aspirations, motivations, resources, 
connections, opportunities and pathways available to 
youth (or obtainable) in the pursuit of success”.  

4. “It relates to prevalent notions of aspiration, ‘desire 
lines’, motivation, and cultural and social capital young 
people possess, but also include the effect of individualist 
and collectivist cultures on outcomes”.  

 

 



Navigational Capacities in six domains – the capacity to… 
I. INDIVIDUAL AGENCY: Locus of control, self-management 

1. See oneself as agents not victims, in order to change what can be changed, and seek 
help when autonomous change is not possible 

2. Overcome disappointments and failures, to bounce back and develop alternate 
pathways to achieving thwarted aims, and resilience to stressors 

3. Budget resources, time and financial 
  

II. ACQUISITION OF CAPITALS IN PRIMARY CONTEXTS: Social, moral, economic, 

symbolic, cultural - education, home, streets, community, employment, leisure, media  

1. Plan positive and diversionary action when confronted with conflict, rejection, 
sabotage, negative emotions (such as jealousy, depression, anger) 

2. Articulate ideas, views (and objections) in respectful and convincing ways 
3. Present oneself in ways that are appropriate and encourage positive reception 

  

III. RECOGNITION/ANALYSIS OF PROXIMAL INTERCONNECTING SYSTEMS: Habitus 

and field, interrelationships between contexts 

1. Connect and network in pursuit of aims and grow social capital 
2. Resist pressure to abandon worthwhile aims and to internalise 'blame the victim' 

arguments 
3. Reflect on goals and desired outcomes, and ensure that plans are realistic and 

measurable 
  



IV. RECOGNITION/ANALYSIS OF DISTAL INSTITUTIONS, PRACTICES AND POLICIES: 

Government  (criminal justice system), Hegemonic (adults), Mobility, Migration, Health, 

Education and Infrastructure 

1. Analyse structural impediments, including the effects of poverty on self actualisation, 
education and employment for example 

2. Confront power and navigate bureaucracies that prevent access to opportunities and 
resources; to understand the rules of the game 

3. Hustle, to make short term plans as stop gaps, to ensure survival in egregious contexts 
  

V. ACHIEVING EMANCIPATORY IDENTITIES: Race, class, gender, culture, religion, 

geography; Power relations, structural violence, opportunity, poverty, discrimination 

1. Aspire to being something worthwhile, rather than an overly idealistic anything or a 
deflating nothing 

2. Evaluate opportunities and contexts, to judge which to pursue and which to decline or 
from which to walk away 

3. Embrace diversity, to adopt non-oppressive practices with regards to race, class, 
gender, ethnicity and geography 

  

VI. COLLECTIVE AGENCY AND PARTICIPATION IN TRANSITIONS: Change over time, 

Ability to organize; to live lives collectively valued 

1. Organise collectively for change 
2. Freedom, to live the life they value and choose 
3. Advocate for resources, opportunities and needs for self and others 

  



Research questions 

1. How are the contexts of Southern Youth different to that of 
their Global North counterparts? 

2. What comprises success for these youth? 

3. What navigational capacities do Southern Youth require, 
individually and collectively, in order to successfully 
negotiate a pathway through adversity? (Literature) 

4. What do Southern youth say they need? (Youth agents) 

5. Who are the institutions and agents that currently offer 
Southern youth navigational capacities? (Agencies) 

6. Is it possible to compile a consensus about essential 
navigational capacities for youth living in adversity? 

7. What effect, over time does the presence or absence, of 
these navigational capacities have on youth’s outcomes? 

8. How best might youth, youth agencies and social 
institutions promote these navigational capacities? 

 


