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Social science that makes a difference 

Introduction 
 
 

• The importance of 

Demographic transition to 

the future of South Africa. 

• Demography and 

environment 

•  Development prospects  in 

the context of the youth 

bulge. 

• Youth Bulge in South Africa 

curse or a blessing?: An 

Asian economic miracle or 

an Arab spring? 
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Size and Distribution 

 

• Youth in 15-24 

estimated at 10.1m 

• Africans 83.7% 

• Indians 7.9% 

• Coloureds 2.2% 

• Whites 6.2% 

 



Social science that makes a difference 

The changing structure of the world 

population 

Source: United Nations Population Division (2011).  
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Fig. 1. The size of the youth population (millions)
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Household Residence 

 

• 59% of 15-19 group live 

with biological parents 

• 50.2%of 20-24 group live 

with biological parents 

• 2.9% of teens are heads 

• 11.5% of youth between 

20-24 are heads 
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YOUTH BULGE 
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Youth Bulge by population group 
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Dependency Burden 

    Ratio    

 ___________________________________________        

 All*    Youth** Old age***  

__________________________________________________________________ 

1960 81   74   7 

1970 84   77  6 

1980 81   75  6 

1990 73   67  6 

2000 56   49  6 

2009 54   47  7 

_________________________________________________________________ 

*     (pop 0-14 + pop 65+)/pop15-64*100 

**   (pop 0-14)/pop15-64*100 

*** ( pop 65+)/pop15-64*100 
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2007
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Conclusion 

• Youth bulge: the biggest challenge in South Africa 

• Likely to take longer than in other parts of the world 

• Will it spell anarchy or prosperity for South Africa? 

• Must we wait for “geriatric peace”? 
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