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SLOW WALK TO FREEDOM:
Attitudes towards race relations
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South Africans are becoming more positive about race relations in the
country, albeit slowly




Figure 1: Fear of mcial marginaisstion in the Rainbow Nation, 2011
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Race featured prominently at the recent Social Cohesion Summit in Soweto hosted by the
Department of Arts and Culture, The summit highlighted the importance of improving race
relations in the Rainbow Nation and raised questions about the extent of the country's progress
towards racial harmony. To answer these questions, Steven Gordon, Ben Roberts and

Jaré Struwig present findings from the annual South African Social Attitudes Survey (SASAS),
revealing signs of growing racial tolerance, especially among the young.

The HSRE anoually conducty SASAS mmce
2003, The survey fertes comists of natooally
woprosentamee samples of South African
whalts aged 16 vones and older lvmg in
pavare houscholds The puthom examined
SASAS dura from the bt fve yoan 1o
wndesmnd how: perceptions of mice nelition
have changed in South Afnen. The sample

eixes for the 2007 to 2011 suzveys were i the,

range of berween 3000 to 3300 parnicipatio

Feelings of racial marginalisation
Many South Afncans seem 1o be afeaid that
their racial group's position — politically,
culturally and eeonomically — i woder theeat
from ather groups. 1o 2011, 58% of the
propulation thisght that people of other race
proups werr teying o gret ahead econmmically
at the expense of thete ovm gronp (Figure 1),
Mae than half (54%%) theuht thar people of
other ke gt were eacluding mombeos
of ther awa et from positions of powes
and respoeibility. Fanally, almost half (40%),
believed that the teaditions and values that
are mpaortant th people of their race group
arc uncler threat becanse of the influence of
other mces

Fears ol mangmalisation anc sharod by sl
race g in South Afoca, with 4 mayoary

in ot peeup expedisbng condenin abouk
the marginalitation of their own group
Giiven how widesprend these bebiefs are, it is
perhiaps noc slepekabng 1o bearn thae S4% of
Siuth Africans feélr thar other moe grojgm
will mever undersning whay mesibens of et
proup are like.

Can other races

be trusted?

Frust i 8 eentral component of &
indiviehualh ability 10 form: socal selationships
andl repeet harmful stescotypes. 1w shio:
comsidered indicatve of soclal colicsion and
therefors imperitive 1o undeomnd amindes
trwards miee-mcal trusi m the country

In 2011 54845 ki) revpopdents ther level
of agrecment with tie statemenr thar ‘people
of different ezl groups do.non eeally

trast each other’, While 64% agrecd, only
19%4 duageeed and 15% opred for 3 powtral
pompon. Lurthermoes, 51% apreed tha
‘people of diferent ectal wroaps will never:
replly reupn gach other!, 2006 wery neuiral
and about 3 quarter (269%) doagroed. These
Fndings miicate s distuching Jevel

of distrust,

D amore poptive note we found some
midscatmona that race relatioas hive boen

mmprenving Sewth Alncsns were kess
pessimibstic absit mce rehinioas than i 2007,
whest alowst three-quarters (14%) apreed
theas cacial geronips el net tenie each other
annd 58% ageeed that they wall never trast
each uther

Vigyre 2 o the next page supgests thar
Stith Africats are becoming moee popitive
abssiit race rilations i the couniry, alled
ilewedy, Hature woekin this ares will need

tes exammiae whethier thin w attnbamble

tor progress . pocil integration and the;
creation, mnee the ond of aparthod, of moee
il il workplaces, readential arcas and
schoals The popitive trend observad could
absny be hinked 1o efforts by government and
exvil spciery o proenote mobonl oty

The improvement in positve attihides
towands syce redaton in South Afncs i
visible nopoaly in the obierved ticresso w
truat; there (8 aleo i genioral fockng amion
the popolsnon hat eelinbns hilve been
mprovinge Askid i nice relations i the
country hsve impeovel, staved the sime, or
freew worse i the Lint year, miote thin hall
of il Seuth Afticans [S1%) in 2011 indicated
thine they hidl improved, ¥2% indicated thae
they haid snived the same und only 15% fele
they hod deteriocated.
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—> > SLOW WALK TO FREEDOM: Attitudes towards race relations (contnueg)

Figume 2: Trust between race groups, 2007 -~ 2011
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Proapie o i raciad grocios will neves nesily tnist or e sach ot

An Figgure 3 ahae, the magority of South
Afreani share the comvicton that mce
relamoni have becn enpooving yearon-
yrar smee 208 fwhien SASAS introduced
the gqueitom), The 2000 reslts stind Gut,
probably due o the euphosic effder of

the FIFA Word Cup, The findmgs ieom

to seggest thint the musfoty. 1re optimishic
about the nation’s proges on oice rolation
Indeed, w 2011 only 123 beliovod thayrace
reclattoma m thie countey had detenontod
simece 1004 wth alemour res thinds (6494
st that eelacons ad impeoved,

Sourra’ HERL SALAT 07 21

Who is optimistic about racial
relations? _

Men and women did ot differ sgmificantly
i thotr optimmme about e melatons m
2011, Race, heriever, wa found 1 be 2
sgnificant determinant of such attinudis
Blaek Afreans wese the muost optinistic
shout mee relations Liag yes, followed by
cosloteredi nnd Erdann, with white Sourh
Adfricans i e bean opamisne
Eocoumgmply, theee seemed to be a serong
rolpnonship besween age aod percepnons oa
unprvement i e redanons. Foe example,

‘Figure 3: Havo race relations improved in the last year? 2008 - 2011
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of the nation's yenith: (those betwoen 16 and
10 yeam), 61% believed that race relabor
had improvod m 2001 and T3% felr tha
race relatioms hoel improved snce the god
of spartheid. This finding sigrials that young
people sre more confident about progress in
raee relatioms m South Africi, ap M tant
indication ol the counteys movment
romridn thee gl of siceal harinony,

A class bitaw wan neted with those sath

Trigehy Tiwiengy standhaseds were mioe iy 16 be
pesammistic sl race relasnes than those
with hiear lhving, standandi The narin’s rel
resicdenty were significantdy moee optimistic
than thne urban counterparts, Urban
dhallers wore almost theee tmos moe likely
thian e rural counerparm o bebieve thar
race ritlatione had womenod in 2011,
Opstiminem about ride rebrtions my aks

b related b0 the govemmient’s cffors o
promote eunl opportunities T 2001, those
whin believedd the yovemmment was widking
hard o enmure that peopbe of all races had
wqginl pppormunitics foe jobs, housng, and
edication were more than rwice as likely
belive race relutions had mproved.

Conclusion

fewith African soiety has made significant
prespress in baskbiog mctsl harmoor, Yer
despite the meognifion of improvement
in-race rikanion on o ¥earon-vearbasls, i
consuerable propoction of South Afncin
conmnue o foel threatened by other race
jrroips This raspes concerns about meerecial
trt, 3 findimg that lends rapport to
wivesting in further soctal cohemon research
in Sauth Africa. Research findings sbout
interractal trust— snd distrnt| — emphasise
the vetad for proiees sl dinlogie on beues
of ree

Expressions 0f macil distrunt cmphasise
the need fos grester sectal dhalogue om the
e of mee s well as ongoing o
sl societal change s prigress in this
aren. This need han bom sckamstedied

by President Zima and the government

i currenily finahaing peoparations on the
MNanbonal Straregy on Social Cobenion nd
Manon Building. Nonetheless, of South
Afoca 1o prove ar the funare envisioned
by former President Nebon Mandela, we ar
citizens must play a decisve e slongdile
gowetnment effors o build 4 socially

cohetive nation.

il Uivten Candes, M) ieern, Hen Raberty sl
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