


° @%@ are reported to be a key feature of 3@@@1 10NiC
masculini Q which is pervasi ve not Eﬁ in movies and

video games but also in the military culture, such that
men have become d mmmm ﬁm. to them, m%m@n ng a
violent culture identify vith militarised men
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This is ‘ﬁ”‘Emmggm@ on the g@mm of their specific military
training and weapons used in this organisation.

It looks at ways soldiers talk about invulnerability,
fearlessness, danger, violence within a possession of a
gun, intelligence and the physical fitness.

m@ @Eﬁ_d_@%m @@_%mﬁ likelihood for violence perpetration




Junior officers enrolled in a tertiary institution pursuing a
career in the military.

> four years in the military
2hr in-depth individual interviews transcribed verbatim

The paper is underpinned by social constructionist and
critical men’s studies approach to masculinities

interpretative discourse analysis.
Pseudonyms are used




* Struggle for power is a central issue for many military
men.

* The struggle revolves around real and perceived
economic power, physical strength, life threatening work
and risky sexual practices.

 This has possible implications for violent conflict, not
only with other men but also with women. Sexuality is
also central to this conflict.
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John: You know because |
%m y used to call me a teddy b
yvas nothing (pointing to the @m@é at Wmm% @M.m.m %mw
vas when | %S@Q the army. And | never felt like
§SE®3@§ .

Identity military man serves to undermine the social
construction of him as ‘not man enough’ with respect to
his body

Simon: | am full of injuries. | have been doing it rough
now for 14 years. My ankles were broken, this ankle had
operations, this one was g% my wrists are sore, all my
mﬁ.@% %,wmﬁm been @Sﬁmﬁ,z Mﬁ %%@@m %@ going, 3@% IS

ve %@@3 %@%@ﬁ

% is @5%& | feel I'm 1 b
me from %%%g%@ myself even @%@%%




Bodies refers not only to physical strength but to
intelligence as well

The more risky or challenging the job, the more
masculine participants felt and this is represented at both
bodily and intellectual levels

Gerhard: | am one of the big, the big guys that will say
listen here, intelligence, we are the jackals we know
m_\ma\ﬂ?.:m

Thando: You are playing §§ your life everyday




o John: At first, when we started w g our training, it felt
good, okay. Yoh! | used to go home after my first
weapons fraining and so, and | %@Q to brag with this
weapon, so yes, fo a certain %@%@ it make you feel
better or special then you see [] It definitely give a boost
6%@3389 ,

» Tshepo: You just want to drill, drill, you feel like ja (yes)
ja (yes) I am in the army. | [] You think that this thing is
gonna explode [] On the 23%, hand there is that
excitement.

m%mﬁ ﬁ & m%% time you do it, you feel like yoh! This is
O gain every now and then when you
¥ ﬁ%@@ on %@% %E a long time, once again you

@@% that shaky feeling. You get that adrenalin rush.
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« The weapons used in the military me participants
wmmw.mmma g%mqmmm.mm m«Egmﬁ %_mmmw @m @%
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 Gerhard: It’s just like in a %ﬁ%%%ﬁ also, at first,
everything is new to you, you can’t wait just to hold the
girl’s hand and to kiss her at night and whatever, but
then after a while you get use to it and then it’s not funny
anymore, and ag wat. It's just another thing, there’s
3@%5@ %@Qﬁm




8 M% g@m There was a m@i just across [fron M the
base and the sluts will be there. And God, | wanted to
take my troops, | wanted to murder them because they
lined up ...10 guys and 10 guys will do this girl in one of
the room

Food parcels/money in exchange for sex

Sam: We pop out say hundred bucks we go to the bar
we say so we sitting over 3@% here’s the money for the
night, you just sup %% us. [| N %@ Nm%@m in the S%ﬁ?
usually likes the way w Because in the
discos we like § ert @x jokes. Ju @% %@%@%

military. Then there usually becomes quarrelling
because now the civilian quvs we break their hearts.




o E@mem. A soldier is actually trained not to fear, I'm ... |
nay say now some of the soldiers they fear nothing ... It
is mﬁgmsx their motto that ... they are actually Q%@E%

5uns serve as evidence of being hypern @mmg::@
gm%&% hypersexual).

» Military scars infon the body further are representation of
successful masculinity and superiority to other men at
physical (therefore sexual) level.




The soldiers’ direct involvement with security issues
makes them feel more masculine. Their privilege to
access directly modes of male power (for example war,
peacekeeping) make soldiers feel special.

Soldiers as people are exposed to life threatening

situations due to the nature of their job.

The military conditions exaggerate hegemonic

masculinities and silence dissenting masculinities.

Tackling homicide in South Africa 5@%@@ ﬁ@@%@%

mination of constructions of masculin and how
| emselves out.




» What are the implications of these masculine
construction on homicide?

» Are soldiers’ likely to be perpetrators and victims of
homicide?

 [f yes then what?
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