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SURERN PILLAY -
IT°8 HARD to disown a photograph,
as much as [y to do 50, lsoking at

the image that stared out at us this
past Monday morning in the Cape

Times. It is of weakness displaying
itself in the false guise of strength.

An'lmage of ‘African disunity, as
South Africans atiack moaﬁmu

African. refugees, on the mﬁm of

ragng fames A lone black ‘police-
woman attemptis to save the vietim.

Behind the mirage, the police
woeman'’s two hlack male colleagues
ook on at the pyre. It's not tlear if
one of them issmiling. A man at the
shop in Cape Town where I purchase
my paper thinks so, as he shows the
image to white clientele in horror, as
i to further underscore, without the

.need toeven swwhispey, the barbarism

unfolding in the centre.
At this point I den't know the fate
of the figure in thefire. The caption,

UNMET EXPECTATIONS FEED SIMMERING ANGER

and the ‘decompanying story, are
silent on what happensd after &
reporter recalls a panickeqd resident
warning police that “Shangaans ave
Um,Em attacked”. She tells us that

“one plump woman ... could not con-
tain her Jaughter, .. and regaled her
audience with details of the'event’.
Will it be possible to make Sbmamqm
meaning of this divisive event,
ﬂEnﬁ brings laughier to some, and

medivm. ?mmﬁ through oor family
albums, recalling the poignant
moments of our lives. From the
moraent the camera took a portable
form, it quickly allowed for the
democratisation of the image. The
photograph has become intimate
with the ways we mark our private

life, as families, in our rituals of -

birth, and celebrations of marriage,
for example,

Photography has also acted as a
marker of our shared public history:
But those moments which enter idto

age is now a scanc

Emnaﬁﬁ. Emmﬁwc,l,m&: wcnwﬁ over,

sation

3

revised truth of our past which val’
idates us as hwmnanity, or nations —
can simultaneously bring us to
shame.

The image of Nelson Mandela,
emerging from prison, fist clenched,

. Winnie at his side, marshals barely .
holding order, is perhaps one such

photograph. It captures in full joy

W
and the futile violence of its civilis-
ing mission, became transparent
that day to many sceptical South

- Africans, as the “enemy”, Mandela, -

took & few steps from prison, angd
blurred before their eyes 58 dig-
nity; &mmmznmmnm grace. .

The ubigquity of the technology to
capture still images has trans-
formed the relationship between the
spectactiar and the banal, ¥is Trojan

“Horse power is that it has made the

“scandal” more possible. The US

and tragedy. the maxim of Walter.

. Barbarism and colonizalism,

army banned gwmmmﬂom émmﬁwmmm“.

the rows of coffins of soldiers! bod-
ies coming home from Iraq draped
in the stars and stripes. In its hubris,

it forgot to control images of the way’

it gleats, Abu Ghraib symbolised the
gloating of an occupation at a loss,
. Otherwise panicstricken young
{ootsoldiers now had control over
the “enemy” in an invisible prison

dalous, which in turn mnmba&ﬁmm
amwhﬁoﬁ.g appears to have been
normal in the prison.

I have not seen an image arrest
attention like this in a while. Not
that” we have ‘ot had ESE,mm of
dead bodies on our front pages. And
- of dead hlack Dbodies. It seerns, how-
ever, that a human being set alight
and burning is another matter. The
struggle for life, batlling the pres-
ence of death being cheered on, is
something we recoil from and can-

- get alight

-Tegulaied only, %;gw%ﬁaya

scan  the late Kevin Carter, spoke of how

lous part of oﬁwmmmom&

not ture away from. And ,ﬁm,wm.«m
w.smnmnmmﬁ.

The images of the necklacing of
IMaki Skosana in the East Rand town-
ship of Duduza in July 1985, marked
sach an evenit. Skosang was acrused

.of heing an impimpi, a police spy and .
Sumammﬁuﬂgnu?m .

‘accusation turned out to be a false

this was just one Incident that was
preceded by others. What made this
the “first” was its coming to view to
the South Africa that does not, mu.n
dares not, go mto atownship, . -

The apartheid government-con-
irofled media made maximum use
of the moment. A young, helpless
black woman being sef ahlaze by a
carnival ¢f black people reinforced
what the colonial mentality. had
long warned of: the gvamE of
the native,

ommaﬁmnmmm%v@mmwa&nmwm@ ’

The Emmem cm aE.m Emmw,m mv.v
tograph, taken postapartheid; will
be determined by us, thoss who are
its witnesses. In the 1380s, Bishop
Desmond Tutu threw himself on to
a man whoe was about to be neck-
Jaced, offering himself up in solidar-

[ify with this ﬂmmmﬁvwm.,u@wwawV‘, in

disgust and compassion.
Cartsr, who took many such pie-
tures nucam» &mvumaum residents om

history Our family albuni. Its scan-
dal is out in the open for all to see:

_refugees, the most vulnerable people

on this continent, being attacked,

-and kiiled by the poor of South
“Africa’s 625&6@“ whio oo are

counted as amongst themost vulner-

-able on this continent.

Here we are mot exceptional.
Throughout colonised Africa, indi-
geneity has bécome a politicised
matter: The colonial state distrib-
uted rewards and punishment along

being set &EE. i nowa part of our .

mﬁmm wEmm_ EﬁEﬁ where youcame
from into & political matten

In his reflections on violence
after colonial rule, written in 1963,
Frantz Fanon observed with pre-

scient foreboding cldrity: “The

colonised man will first manifest
th1is aggressiveness which has been
deposited in his bones against his
own u.S.E«.

Qm SEEU& man is

post: Emmwmsmmsnm period ,w.n.cm on -

outsiders: “From nationalism, we
have passed to chauvinism, apnd
finally to racism. Thess foreigners
dre called on o leave, their shops
are wE.smn._ Emﬁ. mﬁmm_ stalls

wrecked ;. :

On Em eveof mgg u._mowmw
lenge’ of * decolonisation, if sesms,
remains. .

@ Pillay is senior researcher in the
department of democracy and gover-
nance ot the Human Sclences
Research Council,

FRANS CRONJE

THE wave of violence that has
gripped Johanneshurg and sur-
rownding areas for the past week is
a response to policy failures on the

part of President Thabo Mbeki's |

government.
" Poor and ineffective governance

has created a tinderbox of unmet -

expectations which explodsd in
Alexandra and has now spread to
several other arveas - similar tg

many of the factors that contributed

to apartheid-era unrest. Essentially,
these failures contributed to 3 per-
fect storm of lawlessness, poverty,
. and unfulfilled expectations which
hasg now srupted into vielence.
The government's repeated fail-

ures to bring levels of violentcrime.
- under control contributed 1o an

environment where people have
resorted to violence without fear of
- arrest or suceessful prosecution.
 Incompetence in the Minishry of
Safety and Security, falling stan-

#3' | outexamining the role of empower- '

and inflation, together with rising
fusl costs, have hit poor households
and must have forced them to cut
down on staples, That alone may
have been syfficient to spark much
of the anger visible in and around
Johannesburg.

An analysis of economic policy
failures would not be SBEmH with-

ament policy in establishing a very
small and often politically connected
black middle class. Government has
seen fif to celebrate this imited suc-
cess gven as the majority of black
South Africans wmﬁ continued to

e Ssﬁgﬁ& :
massive inflow of me,mﬁa immi-

: wﬂmnﬁ,mcaw quiet diplomacy stands

in strong contrast to the unanimous

‘rondamination hr oommmentaf the

insist that it was on the right track
and dismissed criticidm as alarmist
or aimed at threatening the national
democratie revolution.

The government effectively mis-
calculated fhat continuving strong
voter support for the ANC translated
directly into support for its delivery
efforts. This has proven to be a
tragic misjudgment.

Mbeki’s efforts te reracialise
South Africa and the aumerous
pieces of race-based policy and leg-
islation that have accompanied his
time in office have undone much of
the progress in improving race rela-
tions accomplished under Nelson
Mandela bbekl

be anend vm.mm: f Ew
mﬁéwsﬁouw.m numerous poliey fail-
ures, That that conflict is black on
black and ‘not black on white ie
unsarprising SEN%\.EHW _mcmw &

Tatont athnin danecian inrasennt e



