THE transformation of eduea-
tion in post-apertheid 5A has
accompanied a4 heightened
responsivensss 1o the countey’s
need for pro-poor priorities.
There I8 a2 Hghtly woven
connection between education
and socioeconomle  develop-
ment. Accordingly, the World
Cup - a key development impe.
tus — emerges, particolarly at
the schotl devel, as a site of
multiple potential  tradeoffs:
acting &5 both a catalyst for
aceelerated change and an
inhibitor of learner growth.

In October last year, Minister
of Education Naledi Pandor said
that by 2010 the education
department simed o achieve
unlversal enrolment in Grade R.
Certainly, it seems that there is
international support available
in this regand, In late March,
French President  Nicolas
Sarkozy and British Prime Min-
ister Gordon Brown, supported
by Fifa, launched a poject
aimed at ensuring that an
_ additional I8-million  African
chitddren will be accommodated
in the African school system by
the start of the foothall mega-
event, Assistance will alzn be
fortheoming in terms of teacher
training and recruitment. Lega-
cies, of course, extend beyond
the material implications of
2010 and  strategies  which
broaden egucational access and
participation — not just in SA

hut in continental Africa as a

whole — are crucial, It seems an
anathems that such an infta-
tive — widely repocted on in the
international media ~ received
such scam atiention at home,
Instead,’ we have heard con-
siderably rnore about the South
African Schools Foothalt World
Cop Partnership - an initiative
of the education and sports and
recreation departments, as well
as the SABC and 2010 Local
Organising Commities — which
aims, according o Pandor, o
“ernoourage mass youth partict
pation in football and help
purture oar young boys and
Eirls®, The project  includes
anin-related curricula, learning
outpuits, art competitions and
fonthall Lournaments. This pro-
ject is sune to gencrate excite-
ment and stimulate a broader
interest amone learners about
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~SA needs to do the maths
on Word Cup tradeoffs

the world around them and
simultaneonsly to encourage
sports development.

The Human  Sciences
Research Council's annual 2010
survey, conducted among South
Africants from the age of 16,
indicates that sports develop-
ment 1z not highly anticipated
as a main benefit of hosting the
Waorld Cup at the national (3%),
city (%), neighbourhood (7%)
or personal (%) scale, Stimulat-
ing participation and sports de-
velopment 2t the school level is
thus an imperiant outrome ang
here perhaps i an expectation
that is achievable and indesd
one that can be exceeded. White
nok negating such henefits, per.
haps more emphasis should be
devoted to leveraging 2010 as a
futerum to improve educattonal
prospects and  thus  develoh-
ment needsz. Enabling an active
youth is not an unwanted, orun-
necessary, cutcome; however, ln
the context of SA’S struggling
education systeint oie expects
greater  attention — At the
sehool level — to be focused on
widening  aceess,  academic
quality and acquisition of skills,

in this light, the education
department’s  proposal  to
increase the midyear holiday in
2010 to five weeks is sarely mis
placed. The apparent reasoning
is to alleviate traffic congestion
and avoid absenteelsm duting
the event itsedf, Yet, last year the
matric pags rate, continuing on
a downward trend, was 65.2%.
In addition, it is particolarly
discouraging to  note  that
svienve pass numbers (higher-
grade) decreased, This I3 of
wimast  coneern glven
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reported skills shortage in the
science and technology fielda,

Indeed, as the Centre for
Development snd Enterprise
accoritely pointed out in a
recent report. such 4 situation,
together  with  higher-grade
maths pass rates, inhibits ero-
namic growth. It this context,
Yearners should be spending
moe time in class. The solution
to traffic congestion entaile
improved public trangportation
and infrastructure provision,
not de facto mass absenteslsm,

The argument that the
school year as a whole will have
the requistte number of days is
ireelevant — decidgions regand-
ing education should be
motivated. by edocations]l out-
comes and not traffic! Last
vent's strike llustrated the
pitfalls of disruptions to the
sebool calendar and it s Hkely
that this — in part — contribut-
ed tothe poor pass rate,

Aceordingly, focus ghould be
unwavering on the potential of
2010 to wansform the edeca-
tional system and assist in meet-
ing development, growth and
poverty alleviation imperatives.
1t will undoubtedly be an excit-
ing time to be a learner during
the Woarld Cup but as 2 nation
we ghould be thinking carefolly
zhout what lessons will be
imparted. Will it be a superficial
edncation or one that is
transformative on  individual
and national leveis? Of course, it
could potentiaily be both but in
weighing up these tradeoffs, it is
important that in all ways
possible, 2010 is mobilised to
piace the educational priorities
of our youth centre-field.
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