EPP Blatter, Fifa presi-
dent, has not helped pla-
cate confinuing interna-
fopal concerns as o
wheﬁ:@r SA will be ready to host
the 2010 World Cup.

Inn -2 recent BBCI television
programumne, Blatter made the
point that contingency pians
were in place, should 54 be
unable to hostthe event.

He qualified this by saying
that these plans would only come

into play in the event of a natural |

disaster.

“We definitely must have &
possibility to go somewhere else
... other counfries are ready to
organise the Waorld Cup,” he said.

The US, England, japan,
Germarny, Spain, Mexco and

Australia were cited as possible
alternatives.

The BBC programme, rather
than Blatters remarks, drew
fmmediate indignation from the
Africars Natdonal Congress and
the government, with the broad-
caster being accused of commu-
nicating deliberate {alsehoods
about ourcountry.

Indeed, a BBC1 programme a
few. months ago on the crime
situation in SA, which was
considered by omany to be well
researched and objective, drew
simiar criticism.

Blatter's comments are irme-
sponsible. You do not give a press
briefing one day, relterating con-
fidence in the current plan and
affirming how positive Fifa is feel-
ing about progress being made,
and then appear on a gloval tele-
vision network the next day
telling millions of international
viewers that Fifz has contingency
plans inplace.

Why the Fifa head feit the
need to say this s extremely
puzzling. He knew full well that
such a comment would serve to
perpetuate the cyc ie of doom and
pessimisin that is being voiced
across the world about Sa%s
capabilities,
journalists to those high-powered
global capitalists who sit on
Presxdem Thabo Mbeki’s lf{ﬁé’; na-
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tional Investment Council.
Not surprisingly, major inter-
national newspapers lke Bild, Bl

Pais, the Washington Post,
L'Fguipe and the China Post ran
with the Blatter story.

Clinton van den Berg, a South

African sports columnist, recently.

articulated some of the interna-

‘It makes no sense
for Danny Jordaan
(orThemba
Maseko) to get
ticked off’

tional concerns, pointing out ti'mt
some of his colieagues in Europe
remain  “unenthusiastic” &nd
“distrustful”™. They cite capacity,
crime, and Afro-pessimism as key
concerns. He noted that, despite
the South African situation being
otcasionally misrepresented, his
coileagues are reguiar folk asking
reasonable  gquestions. They
sometimes have doubts, notall of
which are unfounded.

The debate above should not
be articulated in zero-sum terms.
it needs to be framed, rather,
around  more appropriate and
responsible forms of communi-
cation and informationflow.

- This is where the government,
and the Local Organising Com-
mittee. (LOC) in particular, have
fallen short of wpectafmm It
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makes no sense for Danny Jor-
daan {or the government spokes-
man Themba Maseko) to get
ticked off and overly defensive ev-
exrv time they see a documentary
on crime, or a programme that
casts aspessions on our ability to
detiver shead of 2010,

Conversely, the international
compmunity,. and journalists in
particulas, must be careful not to
miisrepresent events and exagger-
ate situations. :Newspapers sell
and the temptation to reinforce
pexceptions of Africa as a conti-
nent not vet capable of perform-
ing on equal terms in the global
economy is tempting.

For 54, the dangers of distort-
ed representations are cbvious.

They could compromise ouf
major goals of alleviating poverty,
reducing inequality and becom-
ing more g%@baﬁ competitive.

The stakes are high. Clearly
the government and “the LOC’s
briefing sessions {and other com-
mun.sca’cz(ms)_ on 2010 readiness
- despite all their good inten-

- tions — are not sufficient. Their

reach seems to be Hmited and
theirimpact uneven. :

(n the other hand, journalists

‘and other big stakeholders are

net tapping into the right sources
of information, are not engaging
the government and the LOC
more directly, and are mmg
averly dependem: on  fimsy
plecesofinformation.

This engagement needs to
change . urgently  Influential
journalistsand big forelgn-based
capital can ihcreasingly become
important lobby peints, not least
for doom sayers. I this happens,
we may still see the World Cup
here in 2010, but in a tarnished
guise,

An international, LOC-driven
summit on a workable 2010 com-
midestions  strategy  beckons.
The government's recent at-
tempt, under the suspices of its
Communication and Informa-
tion Systems, has failed dismally,
underscoring the need for an ur-
gently convened 2010 communi-
cations sumimit.
8| Dr Pillay heads the Human
Sciences Research Council’s 2010
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