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Reform getti

HERE -are bwu critical quics-
tigns thal we steed W answer

as thoughulelly and wigently "

v possible. Firsl, why is land

reclistribution so #w? Ahd
secomtd, what are we rng to achicve
with lend redistribaiin? Maybe the land
summit witl make somnic Jcadway in
adldressing these questions, b if i Taits
w, or answers them badly, we could be
hended for irouble,

What do we Knowe about U slow pace
of ket redistributlon? The congention of
the land nongoveenmwenlad organisa-
tions, [efi-lsaning ucademics and — in-
creasigly mow — gurerinent, is B the
mearkit-based approach is responsitde
far slow delivery.

Ty weeks ago, land afTairs dikector-
general Giden Thomas hlamed [orefgn
landowrors and resistant white Garmers
for the slow pace of land refomn. While
ackiwledging that the issue of foreign
awnership was stili being studied by the
panel of experis appointed by Agricul-
e ansd Land Afairs Minister Thoko
Didlza, Thonms sakd: "Bt whalever the
autcnme of the imeestigaion, aothing
stops governiment from restricling own-
eeship ofland by foreigners.”

The evidence is acmally very thin
Progressive civil society groups have a
hahit of generalising from real bt rel-
atively uncharagitristic cases, which
sults their disdain for the nsarket ap-

proach -~ which itself is largely idevloy-
ical ancl emorional. For emvecnment., il i
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ng bogged down

Surplus People

A recent study by the
Project rightly polrits out thar some land
irades hands without being  mibkicty
marketed. Even o, lahd redisiribution
acquisitiens Barely ‘make: a deil in te
amnount of land that is murkéeed opendy.

Hon. T..n:EuE_ iés spending rm_...wﬁ_w
catight i, Nows, in addidanto being con.

strairsed by limiied staff, sedisiribinion is
budge- consiained. So why does. gov-
ernmeni nol inceease the budget? (Afer
all, i is fust 3 5% of this 1oéal noninicrest

whether land is bought or expropriated,
hut whether one adopts a land acquisi-
tinn stracegy that is more sirategic than
the piecemeal approach that prevails
nowe. o patin plainty, giveminent should
niggntiate to acquire swathes of land baor-
doring densely populated forsiér Bome:
Jands, whererhe demand far kutd (s most
intense and where white owners ase
keenes to s¢d). This is GE....E? nol fosi-
sible everywhore, bur it woldd make a
dramagic difference where moso needed.
The second critleat question s, what
are we iring {o uchiove with Yand ridis-
Leibution? Consider these findiags froma
s¢un-t-be-comipleted Huoridn Sclenees
Research Coungdl [HSRC) rescarch pro-
ject, which involved a seevey af | NG
black respondents {ran rEEEE_ Free

 State and Kastern Cape, When asked:

"Floes your hivivchold presently necd o
wanl more Jand than it cacrendy has?”,
38% of rural respondents replied yos, ver-
sus 48% of urban respondents. Of those
indicating they wauted land, fi3% wani-
ed it mainty for geowing food, versus 21%
fur temure security and 1% for carning
an income, Of riral respumdents wanting
laml for agriculeure, half want 5hd sor [oss,

The implications for land redisitiba-
Hon e enotmols Government has no
Largets as 10 how many people {and re-
distribution shoubd be sesking 1o asslsi,
but the survey reveals the magnitude of
demasnd: arore thian 1-milllon house-
holds wani land in these theee provinces
abane, versus the few thousand who ane




difficult 1o aveid the Ew_umnﬁz that it is
making excuses, all the more E:ﬁ.ﬁ:m.
becanse at east on this oné point il can
cotnit on those otherwise. hasle ulma-
leftisis wo back it up.

Hut there are reasnns to doub this ex-
planaticn for 1he stow pace af land re-
form, which micins thal major palicy

“changes premised on it could fail o belp.-
or make a bad siiastion wotse, On hi

question_ of foreigners, we should allow
the expert panel tptoncludejts wark.

As for white farmers; let is look ﬁ.
-sorng facts. First, Jand redistribulion 3¢

-counts Sor a very small share of rural Lind
-sald in the markel — about 1%, Second,

creased mote stowdy than general influ-
tue, and vaby sooiitly rose in real tenis

aﬁ..,uEF itue 10 record _u_s, inlerst mies,

lesy than e average narket price. byan
average 1% betwesn 2000 anl 2003,
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from 1984 6n 2002 el land prices in-

* aheve thedr 1959 bevel, and this is ahnost

And - third, the average -price a hectare
pald on Jang-refoym projects tends to be.

It i also 1706, a8 Thomas suggests; tha
sume lurdovwners haggle and thus slow
dawn purikular projects. Bul these cases
are far fewer then ihe sales that fail tn. 3l
thirough. because the selter has los1 pas
tence withthe tand aifairs, .,_EE_E”E
There are three inich more: inpoz-
tant reasons why redistribution is slow.
Thiese miist be sexionsly addressed if we
are (v TRKE Progress vl redistribiution; -
. ¥ staff: My experience i that ¢ the
‘ s._-n are responsible mE.

mna.mn____ﬂu:m rE"_mn. for 200405 — in
other words, hess thar a; 10ih of the ox-
panded ux_Eﬁ works Bitdger) The main

resun B =._.= _E_m m.nm:m _Em (48

really n “__._a__._? ._._.._q. Thay sound pufra-

geuus but, b and _m_.mﬂ Tanst redisteity.
fioit uﬁmﬂu 270 J10L'a 10aring SUCCss —
eithér in stimuladnig the rural nﬁﬁ:ﬂqm

E ii reducing piverty.

dlligent ahd hmad working. Applicans
and #Emgﬂﬁaﬁuwc_u.m_zuﬁﬂﬁn&ew ‘

that ﬁmm. Ea _VEE_ ?“Ew:in_ﬁn [:H
matic increasy & Uhe pace of redistribu:
tion would wma:__,wn&mnt_h. incriase in
the wumber of saff the EEH._E._.E...
Comumission Dgied this o,

risdbier late, )

o Lack of méney aid credibdity. There
was a tihe when land sfais could not
spettet is capiral bidger for eedistitbi-

Hﬂﬁmnun..ﬁna_hﬁmﬁxﬂo_ﬂmwn_m_a L}

possibilisy, ©

getdng Lund through land redistribution
countriwide. annurlly. Mobt rodistribn:
:n: ﬁﬁﬁnm UTE, %ﬂm:mn for, cormmer-
ich {s nat _m._mnaﬁ [

kargcr nuimbet o nﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂ u.xﬁn iw_:

intrioth  want smaller amounts of land to Suppoft-

wonoed m _nn_.namn wﬁn_ -mn_mnnwmnmw.
by several Ruiridecd poent.

& Aad thisd, the strict one-property-at-
a-time way in which Tund redistributiar
aperates is inefficient. The issue is not

.Enﬂmm#.mm 85 best they know hiow:

W o Aliber. i o peseareh divector-in’ w..-_n‘
Integrated Rural and Regional Research -
Erogramare of the HSRC. :




